



Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
March 16, 2021
Public Meeting
6:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark

Shawn Mercy

Jeff Parizo

Melissa Boutin
Absent:

Andy Paradee
Guest(s): (via zoom)
Joe Longo
A. Meeting is called to order:  The meeting was opened at 6:05 by Emily Clark, Chair.
B. Guest(s):  See above
C. Amend:  No amendments
D. Old Business:    1) Town Garage – nothing to report as the building is complete except for final punch list. 2) Capital Budget Update – Jeff Parizo will meet with the Highway Department and Transfer Station personnel for any capital item needs.   Some capital items have already been submitted from Zoning and the Lister’s offices.  Deadline is June 30, 2021.  The current electronic versions of both the Capital Budget Plan and the Bylaws will be sent to all members of planning.  3) Pre-K/childcare has been discussed with Superintendent Michael Clark.  There is not room at the Grand Isle School.  The clerk’s office in North Hero is relocating out of the school because they need the room.   He will be looking into what other towns are also doing.  This is not just a local issue but statewide.
E. New Business:  Act 164 – Cannabis NWRPC update from April 2021 general assembly is that by December 2021 law enforcement will need 16 hours of training and more information to follow as rules get adopted.  Suggest conducting some community research – possibly hold a public meeting, do a public survey – post card/questionnaire – get a better idea as a whole community whether to permit or deny prior to submitting to the Selectboard – State has no plans to support directly. Emily Clark wonders whether this would include smoke rooms or simply retail – sale & distribution of – State probably still trying to figure out…Town has to vote on by March 2022 or otherwise the Town must opt in on whatever the State decides on.  Shawn Mercy will draft up a survey and send via email to PC members.  Jeff Parizo mentions locations for sale of cannabis should not be located near school(s) or in residential areas but in commercial districts such as Route 314/Allen Road-Route 2.  Shawn Mercy comments that he is not sure if it can be limited.  Could be considered a home occupation much like guns and ammunition – with approved NRA and conditional use through the DRB.  Will need to look at what makes sense for the town of Grand Isle and update the Bylaws.  It is suggested to write down thoughts/ideas and send around in advance prior to the next meeting.
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update:  Nothing reported.
G. Review & Approve Minutes:  A motion was made by Jeff Parizo to accept the minutes of February 16, 2021. Shawn Mercy seconds the motion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The minutes of March 2, 2021 will remain in draft form as there was no quorum.
H. Adjourn:  A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to adjourn at 6:40 PM.  Shawn Mercy seconds the motion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.

I. Next scheduled meeting will be April 6th, 2021 at 6:00 PM.

Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

