
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
April 6, 2021
Regular Meeting (via zoom)
6:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair

Shawn Mercy
Jeff Parizo

Melissa Boutin, Scribe
Absent:

Andy Paradee

Guest(s): 
Joe Longo
A. Meeting is called to order at 6:01 PM by Chair, Emily Clark.
B. Guest(s):  Nothing to add.   
C. Amend:  Jeff – Annex Building, Jeff and Emily – American Rescue Plan (ARP)
D. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Act 164 Survey – General consensus is that the questions presented look good, Emily Clark suggests possibly using yes, no or a scale system like 1 – 5 which is a bit easier to evaluate.  After further discussion will also so add Use of Annex Building and ARP – Infrastructure.  2)  Capital Budget Plan – Jeff Parizo needs to connect with road crew and transfer station.  Also, in his opinion there are town roads that need to be widen.  Not US Route 2 but roads like Reynolds, Hyde, Adams School and Pearl Street where there has been increased development.  Two lane vehicular traffic with pedestrians and/or bicyclists makes it tight.  No additional items mentioned.

E. New Business:  
1) Annex Building – The Learning Adventure will be closing its doors June 30th and the building will be empty.  Falls onto the Planning Commission to research and propose to the Selectboard ideas for future potential use.  Jeff Parizo has spoken to Franz Rosenberger to gauge whether there is a need for additional office, retail or restaurant space to rent out in this area.  Retail cannabis and brewery were also mentioned as well as the option for the Library to move into the building. Use of the upstairs would need to be ADA compliant (chairlift or elevator) Joe Longo asks whether selling the building is out of question?  Jeff Parizo believes that yes, it is.  Selling the property is a short-term gain.  
2) Emily Clark questions how to get input – dovetailing with American Rescue Plan and infrastructure which does support childcare, eldercare and other support services.  Per Governor Scott today, this is a once in a lifetime opportunity for Vermont.  May need to expand the survey with more questions.  Not sure of the exact amount Grand Isle is receiving or if it is for the town, the school or both.  More information will unfold over the next couple of weeks. Any ARP funds would be in a separate account to be spent over a 3-year period. Shawn Mercy will add some questions to the survey.
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: 
1) From Selectboard meeting last evening it was learned that the drawbridge work will run 24 hours a day, 6 days a week starting May 2nd through the construction season ending sometime in September. There are concerns of excessive noise and light disturbances particularly for those who are along the lakeshore. Some discussion on whether there is in fact a state noise ordinance of 11PM and what is acceptable decibel levels.    
2)  Cell tower is up and running located at the Sheriff’s Department.  Hopefully getting better service now since AT&T FirstNet is geared towards first responders.
G. Review & Approve Minutes:  A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to accept the minutes of 03/16/21.  The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.  No discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion passed.
The next regular meeting of the Commission is scheduled to be held at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, April 20, 2021.
A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.   Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned by Emily Clark at 6:57 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

