
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
April 20, 2021
Regular Meeting (via zoom)
6:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair

Shawn Mercy
Andy Paradee

Jeff Parizo

Melissa Boutin, Scribe
Absent:

Guest(s): 
Joe Longo
A. Meeting is called to order at 6:04PM by Chair, Emily Clark.
B. Guest(s):  Nothing to add.   
C. Amend:  Jeff – New: salvage yard letter, private roads, garage solar panels 

                               Old:  Annex Building, 
D. New Business: 1) Salvage yard East Shore South based on correction by town attorney the Zoning Administrator can act on issues by concerned residents without a complaint form filed which was how zoning handled in the past.  There seems to be some hesitation from neighbors having to sign a complaint in order to get help from zoning. Scott Brown and a person from the State will be visiting the property.  Shawn Mercy suggests reaching out to NRPC on how to enforce.  Emily Clark inquires about fines.  Shawn Mercy will research unlicensed salvage yards.  May be an opportunity for additional language in Bylaws – certainly something to think about.  The Selectboard is going to be proactive with property owners to clean up excessive junk.  2) Private Roads – DRB thought the Selectboard had to approve but the DRB is the appropriate board.  This pertains to Brett Sylvester developing Passage View Lane.  Curb cuts on private roads is a condition through the DRB while on town roads the Road Foreman reviews and the SB finalizes. 3) New garage solar panels – Jeff Parizo heard the school was looking into participating in the Alburg solar field.  He has reached out to the school a couple of times to explore with them the opportunity to utilize the new highway garage building.  The roof was built to hold the panels.  No progress has been made.  Ben of DC Energy has all the numbers but he can’t convince them either.  Emily Clark has an interest in solar and is willing to attempt reaching out to the school again.  

E. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Act 164 Survey – Cannabis – nothing new.  The State of Vermont has a board together but still trying to figure out.  PC will hold off getting a survey out for a bit.  2)  ARP – Infrastructure - Emily Clark attended Sander’s webinar meeting.  In summary, going to be very flexible and less constrained but other state resources may not be as flexible.  Not a whole lot of communication but sounds like Grand Isle will receive about $210K.  3)  Annex building – Emily Clark suggests a town fitness center.  Could start small and get bigger.  It could benefit townspeople of all ages.  The idea is well perceived.  Discussion has also occurred with Franz Rosenberger who has offered use of his large network of contacts for daycare needs.  No one would know better than him. Try to estimate the number of pre-K and daycare aged children in the community.  The school would be a good resource as well as Elaine Chasse of The Learning Adventure. Emily Clark will contact her and also reach out to Michael Inners. The school was built for 300 plus students.  Currently there is around 140 and the supervisory union now occupies part of it which is partially the reason for no room to accommodate the children needed pre-K and childcare.  Discuss more at next PC meeting.  2)  Capital Budget Plan – Jeff Parizo spoke with highway – looking into.  Emily Clark refers to ARP-Infrastructure funding which is a once in a lifetime opportunity.4) Next PC agenda - MOU Fish Hatchery has 40 acres available for school but maybe better suited to have acreage over by the recreation park.  The Recreation Committee attempted and the State of Vermont was on board but a better plan needs to be laid out.  Maybe the Planning Commission can pick up.
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: 
Emily Clark mentions receiving updates from Howard DeMars and/or Barclay Morris to see what it being discussed during their meetings at NRPC.  Possibly the same topics as the Planning Commission.  Emily Clark will reach out to Howard DeMars while Shawn Mercy and Emily Clark jointly look for Barclay Morris’ contact information.  Hope one or both of them can attend a future meeting.
G. Review & Approve Minutes:  A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to accept the minutes of 04/06/21.  The motion is seconded by Jeff Parizo.  No discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion passed.
The next regular meeting of the Commission is scheduled to be held at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, May 4, 2021.
A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.   Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned by Emily Clark at 7:15 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

