
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
May 4, 2021
Regular Meeting (via zoom)
6:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair

Shawn Mercy
Andy Paradee

Jeff Parizo

Melissa Boutin, Scribe
Absent:

Guest(s): 
Joe Longo
A. Meeting is called to order at 6:05PM by Chair, Emily Clark.
B. Guest(s):  Nothing to add.   
C. Amend:  Emily Clark asks Jeff Parizo to run the meeting as she is travelling – Noted Shawn Mercy as Vice-Chair however all agree that Jeff Parizo will conduct the meeting.  Items to be added: The Learning Adventure/Annex building and Community Development funds still available 
D. New Business: 1) State owned land – spoke of the 40 acres once available over by the Ed Weed Fish Hatchery.  There may be some leverage to utilize land over by Donaldson Road instead for ball fields, hiking, biking and snowmobile trails.  Educational means does not always mean inside the classroom.  Opportunity for school/education could have expired.  Leland Morgan, State Representative could possibly help to obtain more land.  Item tabled until next in-person meeting.  Emily Clark agreed to research what other towns and recreation websites have.     
E. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Act 164 – Cannabis update – public input (survey) will form a survey for next calendar year – discuss again in November.2) The Learning Adventure/Annex building – Emily Clark has emailed Elaine Chasse of the TLA.  Brief email but in summary, Elaine Chasse who has given a huge amount of love and care to the community but short staffed.  The Islander featured an article as well. Most of the facts answered what Emily Clark was looking for – number of kids, not hours – finding qualified staff for minimum wages.  Emily Clark will follow up again with Elaine Chasse for additional information.  Planning Commission present to Selctboard to advertise continued use as a Pre-K and daycare facility.  There may be funding available as well through the Childrens and Families Act on the federal level.  Mentioned of utilizing a local resource known as Champlain Islands Community Initiative as seen on Front Porch Forum.  The Grand Isle School now houses the supervisory union and middle school is off island. Andy Paradee stated that when the school was built in 1991 it did include four-year-olds.  Currently there is a tremendous opportunity with federal funds for renovation.  Shawn Mercy states the septic capacity already exists.  Maybe one day the school will offer this service.  3)  Capital Budget – nothing new has been received.  No list of what qualifies for spending of ARP funds.  Still unclear of the amount Grand Isle will receive.  4)  Salvage Yards – the Selectboard and Zoning are taking care of.  The Bylaws refer to state statute – PC can use tougher language than the state just like cell towers.   At this point, let it stand.  Emily Clark will reach out to Scott Brown, ZAO for next agenda and Barclay Morris and Howard DeMars for quarterly updates from NWRPC. 5) Garage Solar Panels – Emily Clark received information from DC Energy. In summary $13K p/year of energy generation – net of incentives net cost @ $130K about 10 year payback.  Discussed ways of offering renewable energy discounts.  Shawn Mercy questions the benefit to the town – education tax rate continues to go up regardless - hard to sell to if there are no tax breaks.  Emily Clark will share information to board members by email.  Present to Selectboard for further pursuing.  Definitely doable – review at next meeting.   6)  Community Development - $1.8M is still available.  Emily Clark speaks of Meals on Wheels, funding towards library and the Annex.  Emily Clark will forward on so others can see possibilities.
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: 
Nothing noted.
G. Review & Approve Minutes:  A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to accept the minutes of 04/20/21.  The motion is seconded by Jeff Parizo.  No discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion passed.
The next regular meeting of the Commission is scheduled to be held at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, May 18, 2021.
A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.   Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned by Jeff Parizo at 7:04 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

