
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
July 27, 2021
Public Hearing Meeting (in person and via zoom)
6:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair

Shawn Mercy
Andy Paradee

Jeff Parizo

Melissa Boutin, Scribe
Absent:

Guest(s): 
No guests present or on zoom
A. Public Hearing meeting is called to order at 6:01PM by Chair, Emily Clark.
B. Guest(s):  N/A.   
C. Proposed Bylaw and Subdivision Regulation changes – there are two proposed – one for shoreland protection to follow the language listed in state statute and the second for cell tower distances.  No questions, comments or additional changes.  A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to forward the proposed changes to the Selectboard.  The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion passed.

D. A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Andy Paradee.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion passed.  The PC public hearing is adjourned at 6:05PM.

E. Regular meeting is called to order at 6:05PM by Chair, Emily Clark.
F. Guest(s):  None in person, Joe Longo joins by zoom.

G. Amend for items not listed – New Business: Lake Champlain Transportation (LCT) project proposed to the Development Review Board (DRB) – Jeff Parizo

H.  New Business: Jeff Parizo received an email from a person who opposes the LCT project now in front of the DRB.  Jeff sent to Daivd Rugh, one of the participating town attorney’s with Stitzel, Page & Fletcher.  Jeff Parizo believes that no matter what the decision, it will more than likely will end up in court.  This will be a test of the town bylaws.  Jay Buerrmann is the engineer LCT is using.  LCT is proposing a structure 3x’s the size of Island Excavating and Island Auto Haven.  Currently, the Grand Isle location for LCT runs 24/7/365 days a year.  More to come once a decision is made by the DRB.  August 4th and then on the 18th are the next meetings.      
I. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Act 164 – Cannabis – tabled until the State of Vermont is more organized.  PC is still looking to put together a survey in time for voting in March ’22 whether to accept or deny retail sale of cannabis. 2) Capital Budget – Jeff Parizo speaks by saying Brad Sheridan remains out on leave and Ron Bushway has been busy helping out.  Talked of a new loader and other plans for the transfer station such as a baler and compactor, The Annex building needs to have the chimney removed which is two stories as well as replacing some siding. 3) State owned land – MOU between State and Town – State offered about 40 acres of property for educational use such as building a school – opportunity expired 2019.  Donaldson Road area has potential there for additional baseball field, soccer field, parking, trails, etc.  PC hoping to obtain property from the State to expand Donaldson Park.  It must be presented well– utilize some resources such as ANR – GIS – Google   maps/mapping – Shawn Mercy will reach out to state representative Leland Morgan as a heads up.  The MOU goes through FY’22 and was issued last for a period of five years.                                        4)  Annex building – AnnaMarie DeMars mentioned the library may be interested in occupying the space until such time something else gets built. Jeff Parizo is interested in reaching out as well to Kystal LaBonte and “Let’s Go Kids”.  He also suggests that maybe the Town of Grand Isle goes into the daycare business.  Shawn Mercy states that personnel would be a challenge - certifications and staffing.  Jeff Parizo also mentions thar he is not for selling the Annex building – one time gain.  Andy Paradee suggests next PC meeting takes place at the Annex.  No wi-fi available for zoom participants.  It should be installed at the new garage location the first week or so of August.  Push out meeting there to the second meeting of August 17th.  Joe Longo questions the P&L of the building – perhaps Elaine Chasse would share the rev. vs. costs.  He also mentions state statutes say towns should not be in the business of being landlords.  Jeff Parizo will look into that for verification.  Elaine Chasse is out of town but may be able to invite to SB meeting.  Ask for last year utilities expenditures meeting Joe Longo’s request.  Grand Isle is more of a drive-thru town whereas South Hero and North Hero have some businesses along Route 2.  Most of Grand Isle’s exposure is agricultural.  Perhaps it’s time to look at everything including re-evaluating districts.  Biggest prohibitor of growth is waste water which is controlled by the state, not the town.  Need to invite chairs from the Library and Recreation to future PC meeting.  5)  Garage solar – tabled.  6)  ARP – Jeff Parizo was asked at the SB meeting if there is certain criteria one needs to meet in order to request some of the funding the town will receive.  So far both water districts have submitted letters listing project(s) that the funding would go towards.  Both Emily Clark and Shawn Mercy speak of the essential businesses that were open throughout COVID such as Emmons Supermarket, Island Auto Haven, as well as emergency services including rescue, fire and the sheriff’s department.  Getting letter of interest from those essential services is needed also.  Mentioned issuing stipends for the work that was done and continue to do, to those that volunteer.  Discussed earmarking a dollar figure – set up a fund with a certain amount of $ - call based, meetings, trainings, simple ideas – Emily Clark and Shawn Mercy agree this would be great and worth a little research.  Shawn Mercy also suggests ways to get the word out for interested parties to submit in writing so that it can be present to the SB. Perhaps an ad in the Islander, FPF, town website, etc.  Amount of money needs to be received first which may be known by September meeting.  Jeff Parizo also feels there needs to be a look at what the town needs are – rec. dept., highway, property tax rebate.  Emily Clark pros emergency services.  Joe Longo mentions new/existing businesses – grant programs. Public waste water system is mentioned.    7) Community Development – may go hand in hand – implantation, grants.  Hopeful more information is available for 1st meeting in September.  Discussion ensued on public sewer system – 8”/10” pipes to serve town – clean up the lake by having a municipal system vs. those places that have been grandfathered in with systems of their own.  Mentioned diseases, pharmaceuticals and developed land pollutes the lake 3x’s as much as agricultural runoff   Much of Grand Isle’s development problems would be solved with a municipal wastewater system. Shawn Mercy will reach out to Bernie Sander on the topic of a municipal wastewater system and Peter Welch too who does what’s best for Vermont, not the affiliated party.
J. Review & Approve Minutes:  A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to accept the minutes of 07/13/21.  The motion is seconded by Andy Paradee. Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion passed.  A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to accept the minutes of 06/15/21.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.  Andy Paradee abstained due to absence.  Remaining members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion passed.
Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, August 3, 2021.  A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.   Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion passed.  The meeting is adjourned by Emily Clark at 7:40 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

