
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
August 3, 2021
Regular Meeting (in person & zoom)
6:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair

Shawn Mercy, Vice-Chair
Andy Paradee

Jeff Parizo

Melissa Boutin, Scribe
Absent:

Guest(s): 
Joe Longo
Judy Reposa

Janine Banks

Laura ? last name ?
A. Meeting is called to order at 6:02PM by Vice-Chair, Shawn Mercy.
B. Guest(s):  Laura – present via zoom re: email received from Jeff Parizo.
                       Judy Reposa and Janine Banks – New Business:GICWD ARPA funds  

C. Amend:  No amendments 
D. New Business:     1) GICWD submitted a letter to the Selectboard and forwarded a copy to PC as well not knowing if both boards are working together.  Shawn Mercy states still trying to figure things out.  Will be reaching out to NWRPC to put everything together.  Possible pie charts showing interests and amounts.  No funding has been received yet.  Half will be funded in FY22 and the balance in FY23.  The PC is also looking at infrastructure funds and will be speaking with state representatives and senators.   2) Laura for LCT – Jeff Parizo invited to talk about the bylaws and what she’d like to see changed.  Laura mentions that Joe Longo is an alternate on the DRB which could be considered ex-parte communication.  Shawn Mercy states this is not for what is going on now but for the future.  She continues by stating a lot of time has been spent going over the current bylaws.  There are grammatical items, areas that can be better defined such as pollution, hazardous material, define areas for municipal water systems, shoreline recreation vs. commercial recreation district.  Reaching out to towns such as Shelburne and Burlington for definition language is suggested.   
E. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Act 164 – Cannabis – tabled 2) Capital Budget –nothing new.
3) State owned land – Shawn Mercy distributes ANR map of the state owned land – about 204 acres which includes state camp sites.  Area by Donaldson Park about 20 acres – large enough are for ball field, expanding of walking trails.  Andy Paradee suggests inviting legislators to a future PC meeting.  Shawn Mercy will layout a standard ball field, parking, pickleball, afield for soccer/rugby and field for lacrosse/field hockey as well as trail system which could also identify trees and plants along the way.  Shawn Mercy proposes a site visit outside of tick and hunting seasons. He will also reach out to both Morgans for scheduling their attendance.  
4)  Annex building – Jeff Parizo had a discussion via phone with “Let’s Grow Kids” who are excited to help in any way as well as Elaine Chasse of the f/k The Learning Adventure.  Alburgh has committed $1M to build a facility where Grand Isle owns a building already.  Unfortunately, no phone number or name was retained so will need to wait until “Let’s Grow Kids” reaches out again.                                                                       5) Garage Solar Panels – tabled                                                               
6)  ARPA – Some discussion already – water districts have shovel ready projects – Emily questions how to solicit and evaluate.  Shawn Mercy mentions that NWRPC has a small team ready to go helping towns navigate through this process.  Shawn suggests getting a well laid out plan – graphs & charts for presentation to SB with the letters of interest information that is received.  Emily Clark expresses the need to get the word out and not just what is received – PC generate some ideas as well.  Shawn Mercy and Emily Clark talk again on setting up some sort of trust for volunteer emergency services.  Shawn Mercy suggest Jeff Parizo gave the update that half of the awarded funding will be received this year (FY22) and the remainder next year (FY23).  Any Paradee questioned the previous amount of $600K which was for the entire county.  Broken down by town, Grand Isle should be receiving @ $226K.   Grand Isle Fire District #4 and Grand Isle Consolidated Water District are likely to put in a request for a share of the monies received.                                                                                                            7)  Community Development – Wastewater is being talked about by both South Hero and Grand Isle.  Lots of planning for that item – if at all viable. More to follow as becomes available. 
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: Nothing noted. 
G. Review & Approve Minutes 07/27/21:  A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to accept the minutes of July 27, 21.  The motion is seconded by Jeff Parizo. Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.
A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Andy Paradee.   Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned by Emily Clark at 7:00 PM.
Next regular meeting to be held at the Annex building on August 17, 2021 at 6PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

