
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
September 15, 2020
7:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: 
Shawn Mercy, Chair
Jeff Parizo

Andy Paradee

Melissa Boutin
Absent:

Guest(s): (via zoom)
Diane Cota
Rachael Griggs

A. Meeting is called to order at 7:10 PM by Shawn Mercy.
B. Amend:  Discuss PC meeting time
C. Guest(s):  Listed above
D. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Proposed Bylaw changes – will need to go back to review the final proposed changes.  Shawn Mercy will get together with Melissa Boutin.  Plan to review at the next PC meeting.  Once verified and agreed upon, a Public Hearing can be scheduled and then passed to the Selectboard for their approval.                                                  2) Cell tower update – Sheriff Department is the site for the cell tower.  October is the start date based on an email conversation Jeff Parizo had with Sheriff Ray Allen.  Additionally, the feedback from townspeople is they seem excited about the cell tower especially during this period of COVID-19.                                                       3) Municipal Highway Garage update – trusses are up and waiting for the metal to arrive.  The culvert, waste water and power are complete.  The bid for the salt shed has not happened at this point.  Isle LaMotte has a nice salt shed and seem like it would fit the needs of Grand Isle.  More to come as it develops.                                 4) Library/Town Building Update – David Roy will be going before the Selectboard on 09/21/20 regarding the proposed building. A presentation of the building design will be shared. Diane Cota questions if there are any grants available for Libraries.  Shawn Mercy responds by indicating that there has been no information from Northwest Regional Planning Commission for Library, only news of sidewalks.  Since there has not been a meeting since early February, he will touch base to see if there is anything new.  Shawn Mercy will also reach out to Karen Allen who has experience with grant writing should something be available.
E. New Business:                                                                                                               1) Proposed FY’22 Budget – members review budget vs. actual for FY’20.  Jeff Parizo advocates for 3% increase in wages or COLA if greater.  FICA is 7.65% which will be adjusted accordingly along with NRPC Dues once the amount is received.  All other items in the budget to remain the same.  A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to approve the proposed FY’22 PC budget.  The motion is seconded by Jeff Parizo.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The proposed budget will be submitted to the Selectboard by Melissa Boutin.                                                          2) Meeting time change – A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to change the Planning Commission meeting time to 6 PM through December 2020.  The motion is seconded by Jeff Parizo. Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update:  Discussed already update on Municipal Highway Garage construction from Selectboard.
G. Review & Approve Minutes:  A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to approve the minutes of February 4, 2020.  Andy Paradee seconds.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.
The next regular meeting of the Commission is scheduled to be held at 6 PM on Tuesday, October 6, 2020.   
A motion is made by Andy Paradee to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Jeff Parizo.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned by Shawn Mercy at 7:40 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

