
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
November 17 2020
6:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: 
Shawn Mercy, Chair
Jeff Parizo

Emily Clark

Melissa Boutin
Absent:

Andy Paradee
Guest(s): (via zoom)
A. Meeting is called to order at 6:07 PM by Shawn Mercy. 
B. New Member Oath:  The oath is read by Melissa Boutin to Emily Clark a new PC member to fill the remaining two-year term which expires December 31, 2021.
C. Amend:   Act 164 email
D. Guest(s):  None
E. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Review changes for final Proposed Bylaw changes – three changes – 1)  Move section 5.1 to 7.2 and strike “within a 5 year period” from the end of the sentence, 2) Future cell tower structures can not to be built within a 500’ radius from a dwelling or school, 3)  Shoreline setback distances to match the requirements in the Vermont Shorland Protection Act.  Date set for 12/15/20 at 6:00PM via Zoom.  The warning will be posted in at least 3 public places and in the Islander.  A motion is made to submit the proposed changes to the Selectboard and schedule the Planning Commission Public Hearing by Jeff Parizo.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  
      2) Cell tower update – concrete is in, next erect the tower
3) Municipal Highway Garage update –three of the garage doors have been installed, siding on the west side is almost done and offices are almost complete.  The salt shed has been started – moving along quickly.
4) Library/Town Building Update – Jeff Parizo updates by reporting Karen Allen is seeking grant opportunities for the building – There is an implantation grant (not sure of grant amount) and a planning grant for about $60K.  More information to come once a meeting has been held with Tyler Billingsley of East Engineering, Karen Allen, Jeff Parizo and Melissa Boutin
F. New Business:      Act 164 – Marijuana sales – topic of discussion for the Planning Commission?  Does the Town need to designate an area (commercial zone) for retail sales of cannabis or none at all – New York has not legalized – potential increased ferry and bridge traffic affecting South Hero and Alburgh, Grand Isle not so much.   A 3-person Cannabis Control Board will be appointed.  The law is different than the way alcohol is regulated in Vermont and the legislature has assigned $650K to this effort.  
G. Other Meeting Attendance Update:  1) Selectboard meeting last night approved 3% COLA – PC budget will be revised.  2) The Christmas Parade has been cancelled.  3)  Melissa Boutin is researching a digitized sign grant through FEMA which is being pursued through the fire department.  If granted Public Safety would be its primary use and additional town information could be implemented as well.  Location to be determined once status is known.
H. Review & Approve Minutes:  Minutes are tabled until 12/0/120 – no quorum from last meeting.
The next regular meeting of the Commission is scheduled to be held at 6 PM on Tuesday, December 1, 2020.   
A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned by Shawn Mercy at 6:44 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

