
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
December 1, 2020
6:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: 
Shawn Mercy, Chair
Jeff Parizo

Andy Paradee

Emily Clark

Melissa Boutin
Absent:

Guest(s): (via zoom)
Karen Allen
AnnaMarie DeMars

A. Meeting is called to order at 6:04 PM by Shawn Mercy. 
B. Amend:   Nothing to amend
C. Guest(s):  Library/Town Building - Planning Grant  Karen Allen present this evening following up on Jeff Parizo’s mention of a potential Planning Grant (max $60K) Shawn Mercy clarifies that all grants would go through the Selectboard vs. the Planning Commission.  Karen explains that during the planning stage (architectural plan) it may trigger available federal funds for an Implementation Grant.  With that may come the need for a site assessment for environmental review.  There is some concern about contaminated soils, not archaeological concerns.  Lots of money could be spent if any issues are found, outweighing the potential pros of obtaining a grant.  Karen Allen is thanked by Shawn Mercy.  The general consensus is to back away from any grant funding.  Propose use as a parking lot, no details needed for Selectboard meeting.   
D. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Cell tower update – tower is up – Island Auto Haven has fielded a number of phone calls – nicknamed “Rapunzel Tower” – explained it is in a Commercial/Industrial District – appropriately located in town.
2) Municipal Highway Garage update –doors are in, finishing touches being done – 99% complete per Jeff Parizo  
3) Library/Town Building Update – just finished – see above.
E. New Business:  1) Capital Budget Plan – time to update to reflect 2018-2023.  Page 9 and 15 along with Tables 6 and 7 need to be revised.   The whole document will be reviewed to verify accuracy, update needs/fulfillments and layouts. Jeff Parizo mentions the Town needs to obtain more land – not enough – need to purchase – potentially down by the Grand Isle State Park which has about 200 acres – more trails, tennis, pool, etc.  2) 
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update:  No other meetings attended.  One comment regarding an email sent to members of the Selectboard.  A local resident expressed their concerns about shooting outside of hunting season.  Currently Grand Isle is rural and shooting is allowed.  It is possible that one day no shooting zones may be implemented like in Burlington and South Burlington.  Currently that does not exist and there are no plans in the near future to change. 
G. Review & Approve Minutes:  A motion to approve the minutes of 10/20/20 is made by Jeff Parizo.  The motion is seconded by Andy Paradee.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  A motion to approve the minutes of 11/17/20 is made by Jeff Parizo.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  There was no meeting on November 3rd, 2020 due to the General Election.
The next regular meeting of the Commission is scheduled to be held following the Public Hearing on Thursday, December 17, 2020

A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.  Andy Paradee chimes in a third motion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned by Shawn Mercy at 6:55 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

