
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
August 17, 2021
Regular Meeting at the Annex Building

(in person & zoom)
6:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair

Shawn Mercy, Vice-Chair
Andy Paradee

Jeff Parizo

Melissa Boutin, Scribe
Absent:

Guest(s): 
Janine Banks

Ron Bushway
Joe Longo

A. Meeting is called to order at 6:07PM by Chair, Emily Clark.
B. Guest(s):  see above  

C. Amend:  No amendments 
D. New Business:   No new business before the board.
E. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Act 164 – Cannabis – tabled until back in session.  More to come this fall per Shawn Mercy.  The Town must vote on no later than March 2022 otherwise the State of Vermont will decide whether retail cannabis will be allowed in Grand Isle. Hopeful to have some public information from PC beginning in January.  2) Capital Budget Jeff Parizo and Ron Bushway will be working on getting numbers for generators at the new garage and town office for emergencies.
3) State owned land – Shawn Mercy messaged State Reps to ask for their presence at the 09/07/21 PC meeting to discuss obtaining more state land, ARPA funding uses, ideas and whether other monies will be coming that was designated to the County (VT re-done due to town based not county).  Infrastructure approved at the federal level but it may take six months to a year to know how to obtain funding.  Jeff Parizo offers to reach out to Catherine Dimitrik of Northwest Regional Planning Commission to see if she or someone else can attend the first meeting in September as well.  Shawn Mercy will contact Dick Mazza, Bernie Sanders and Peter Welch for the same meeting.  Location for the PC meeting will be decided once individuals have confirmed attendance. 
4)  Annex building – A bit of history is talked about among members as to the uses of the Annex building.  Prior to Route 2, Allen Road was the center of town. “Let’s Grow Kids” is another group that should be included for the 09/07/21 PC meeting before setting a timeline for the Library.  Should the Library proceed with occupying the building, a structural engineer would need to determine if it could bear the weight of the books.  
5) Garage Solar Panels – take off agenda along with 2) Capital Budget                                                                
6)  ARPA – Discussed earlier.                                                                                                            7)  Community Development/Infrastructure – goes hand-in-hand with ARPA – grant writing possibilities, NRPC and VLCT resources.
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: Ray Mitchell, President of Grand Isle/North Hero Rescue sent an email to the Selectboard as well as attended the meeting via zoom explaining the potential to hire people for coverage – dovetail using ARPA funds to help volunteers do their job.  Special joint meeting is being arranged for Grand Isle and North Hero Selectboards to meet at GI/NH rescue building for further discussion. 
G. Review & Approve Minutes 08/03/21:  A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to accept the minutes of August 3, 2021.  The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.  No discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.
A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.   Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned by Emily Clark at 6:46 PM.
Next regular meeting to be held on September 7, 2021 at 6PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

