
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
September 21, 2021
Public Hearing Meeting (in person and via zoom)
6:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair

Shawn Mercy
Jeff Parizo

Melissa Boutin, Scribe
Absent:

Andrew Paradee

Guest(s): 
Joe Longo
Jennifer Morway

A. Regular meeting is called to order at 6:07 P.M. by Chair, Emily Clark.
B. Guest(s):  see above
C. Amend for items not listed – New Business: Grand Isle County Court house, advertise PC vacancy – Jeff Parizo.
D.  New Business: 1) Closure of Grand Isle County Courthouse initially due to security issues – no armed guard.  Ventilation as well seems to be another problem.  Apparently, it will cost of @ $1M to upgrade.  Those who attended the meeting agreed that the state only had this meeting to fulfill its obligation to gather community/public input but have already made the decision to continue with the closure.  More information to come.                                                                                                                         2)  PC recommended Howard DeMars to the Selectboard to fill a vacancy at the last meeting.  Jeff Parizo omitted from the Selectboard agenda in error.  There will be a special meeting on 09/27/21with North Hero Selectboard, Grand Isle/North Hero Rescue at the rescue building.  Discussion and a presentation on the need to hire part time people for coverage. Appointment for Howard DeMars will take place at the special meeting or the next regular Selectboard meeting.  Additionally, a letter of interest from Jennifer Morway was received on 09/08/21.  Jeff Parizo announces that this will be his last PC meeting.  He is resigning to put more energy into the Selectboard.  Advertising in the Islander, FPF and on the Town’s website will take place.  Discuss any submissions on 10/05/21 and submit recommendation to SB for 10/18/21.  Deadline to reply will be in-person, mail or email on 10/04/21 at 3:30 P.M.      
E. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Act 164 – Cannabis – tabled.                                                                                    2) Capital Budget – Jeff Parizo updates the board members on a repair to the John Deere loader.  It was sent in to Nortrax for specific work but ended up that much more got done resulting in a bill of @ $20K.  There was no estimate or other communication.  Jeff Parizo suggests a new loader and grader. There is about 1.5 miles of dirt road which could be handled by a uni-loader with a rake.  The highway department currently has no debt.  No figures yet.  Not sure about trade-in value.  Shawn Mercy suggests focusing one now and one later. Jeff Parizo is working with Brad Sheridan and Ron Bushway.                                                                                 3) State owned land – The Recreation Committee has a short survey on FPF to gather information about the current uses at Donaldson Park and for suggestions of what others would like to see offered there.  Emily Clark with reach out to Amy Thompson, Chair of Recreation to obtain more information.  Greta Brunswick of NRPC mentioned a municipal planning grant at the last meeting.  Emily Clark offers to look that up.                                                                                                                4)  Annex building – Lisa LaBell of ABC Academy is working on gathering numbers.  She has been in touch with Champlain Islands Parent Child Center (CIPCC) and Greta Brunswick at NRPC.                                                                                             5)  Garage solar – tabled.                                                                                               6)  ARPA – Jeff Parizo attended a VLCT budget webinar which he did not get much out of.  There will be another VLCT webinar on only ARPA funding scheduled.   Grand Isle/North Rescue Squad has a need for additional funding to recruit and maintain membership.  Not sure yet whether ARPA funds can be utilized for this purpose.  Shawn Mercy mentions again about setting up a trust but acknowledges it is hard to make a return unless invested in high/mid risk stocks.  Emily Clark also recognizes the efforts of emergency responders who are volunteers receiving no pay and the additional exposure during COVID.                                                                                                                           7) Community Development – same as above – bound together with ARPA.
F. Review & Approve Minutes:  A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to accept the minutes of 09/07/21.  The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy. No discussion. Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion passed.  
G. Update from Other Meetings:                                                                                        1) Discussed some already – courthouse – the meeting was not recorded on zoom and no presence by LCATV.                                                                                                                         2)  The DRB warned a meeting to re-open the LCT hearing and then changed to not re-open. The board has 45 days to issue a decision.                                                                             3) SB Bylaw Hearing is scheduled for 10/18/21 at 5:45 P.M.  The Planning Commission will need to look at Bylaws again. Both the DRB and ZAO will be contacted for any issues or concerns that may need to be addressed.. 
H. Resignation:  Emily Clark opens the resignation letter from Jeff Parizo.  He is thanked for his service and look forward to continuing to work together.  No quorum so no motion to accept letter,  

Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, October 5, 2021.  A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Jeff Parizo.   Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion passed.  The meeting is adjourned by Chair, Emily Clark at 7:25 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

