
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
October 5, 2021
Public Hearing Meeting (in person and via zoom)
6:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair

Shawn Mercy
Andy Paradee
Howard DeMars

Melissa Boutin, Scribe
Absent:

Guest(s): 
Joe Longo
Jennifer Morway

Amy Thompson, Recreation Chair

A. Regular meeting is called to order at 6:07 P.M. by Chair, Emily Clark.
B. Guest(s):  see above
C. Amend for items not listed – N/A.
D.  New Business: 
1) Letter of Resignation - A motion is made by Andy Paradee to formally accept Jeff Parizo’s letter of resignation.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark. There is no discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion passed.

2)  Letter of Interest – Jennifer Morway has submitted a letter to fill the present vacant seat and is present this evening.  The vacancy is to fill the remaining three-year term until December 31st, 2022.  A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to recommend Jennifer Morway to the Selectboard for this seat pending no other letters of interest are received by 10/13/21 at 3:30 PM as advertised.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark. There is no discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion passed.                                                                                                                              2)  PC FY’23 Budget – spreadsheet will be emailed to the PC board and review at the next meeting on 10/19/21.      
E. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Act 164 – Cannabis – nothing new – matter is tabled.                                                                                    2) Capital Budget – nothing new – waiting on quotes from the highway department – explained the report is a living document of what the Town has for debt along with needs/wants, not set in stone and gives the public some knowledge – five-year snap shot – matter is tabled.                                                                                                                            3) State owned land/Donaldson Park – Amy Thompson, Chair of Recreation Committee is present.  She discussed the accomplishments of the recreation department which has included developing a trail system, extended pickleball and basketball courts, clearing of brush/trees and ice hockey rink area.  These projects have been done over time utilizing the annual budget allocation of $10K however much more is needed.  A recent survey put out by the recreation department showed that the trail system is not wheeled accessible. It can be cumbersome for walkers and/or joggers with strollers as well as those that are handicap. As part of the expansion to the park a few years ago it was noted that more land from the State of Vermont is unattainable. The remaining land is needed as septic replacement of the Grand Isle State Park.  Focus for the recreation committee now is has how to make the park all inclusive.  The town is screaming for more than the budget can cover such as a dog park, playground equipment, additional playing fields for sports.  There is ample land but it needs to be cleared and developed.  Airport Park in Colchester is used as an ideal example of how Donaldson Park could be laid out.  There is an outer trail that is paved as well as an inner trail with gravel which meets all abilities.  Grants are available through the State to make the park all-inclusive with 50/50 match.  Even with grants proving half playground equipment alone at 50% could be $75K.  Discussed how ARPA and Infrastructure funding may become available – waiting on more guidance to be released.  The list of approved uses will be expanding as more is learned.  Unsure if either of the above funding sources can be used with matching grants.  PC expresses shared enthusiasm as well as being patient as things unfold.  ARPA funding must be allocated by the end of 2024 and spent by the end of 2026.                                                                                                                              4) Annex building – nothing new to update.  Lisa LaBell of ABC Academy will have until the end of the year to gather information and decide whether this is a viable option for her to open another daycare/pre-K at this location.                                                                                             5)  Garage solar – roof was designed to hold solar panels – matter is tabled indefinitely – remove from agenda.                                                                                               6)  ARPA – already discussed above – still waiting on guidance.                                                                                                                           7) Community Development – discussed together with ARPA – waiting on guidance.
F. Review & Approve Minutes:  No quorum – stay as not approved (draft) for the minutes of 09/21/21.    
G. Update from Other Meetings:                                                                                        1) Joint Grand Isle/North Hero Rescue with both Town Selectboards – no one from PC able to attend – reason for meeting was to make aware the need to substantially increase the FY’23 budget.  Coverage has been consistently by a few members who are retired, older and all volunteer.  The time has come to hire some part-time people to assure the public that when needed, rescue will respond.                                                                                                                         2) SB Bylaw Hearing is scheduled for 10/25/21 at 5:45 P.M.  

Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, October 19, 2021.  A motion is made by Andy Paradee to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.   Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion passed.  The meeting is adjourned by Chair, Emily Clark at 7:23 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

