
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
October 19, 2021
Regular Meeting (in person and via zoom)
6:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair

Shawn Mercy, Vice-Chair
Andy Paradee
Howard DeMars

Jennifer Morway

Melissa Boutin, Scribe
Absent:

Guest(s): 
Joe Longo
A. Regular meeting is called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Chair, Emily Clark.
B. Guest(s):  see above
C. Amend for items not listed – Shawn Mercy Act 171 to be added to the Town Plan - information is now available

D.  New Business: 
1) Oath – Jennifer Morway is given the oath to serve as Planning Commissioner by    Melissa Boutin.   She is filling a remaining vacant term until December 31st, 2022.  
2)  FY’23 Budget – 3 items for revenue discussed, expenses reviewed – A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to approve the FY’23 budget pending COLA and NRPC dues.  Howard DeMars seconds the motion.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.                                                                                               
E. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Act 164 – Cannabis – no update – hope by the end of the year for information – still planning to vote in March 2022 - matter is tabled.                                                                                    2) Capital Budget – Waiting on generator quotes – Andy Paradee and Shawn Mercy will follow up on this jointly with Brad Sheridan, Highway Foreman.  The Recreation Committee has some big projects in scope – Emily Clark will reach out to Amy Thompson, Recreation Chair.  The Zoning Administrator requested a large scanner for full size plans – Melissa Boutin will follow up with Scott Brown, ZAO.  The Cemetery Commissioners spoke of a mausoleum – Melissa Boutin will also speak with Sue Lawrence for an update.  Howard DeMars will speak with Karen Allen about the plans on the new Library.  The Salt shed has been built with the reserve funds which were set aside annually…the project over spent by $2700 and change.                                                                                                                             3)  Annex building – nothing yet from ABC Academy.                                                                                              4)  ARPA – update use for daycare – loss of one for another due to COVID – more FAQ on VLCT website – more information becoming available - VLCT/NWSWD -attending webinar tomorrow evening at 6 PM.  Emily Clark will forward all board members the webinar information.                                                                                                                   5) Community Development – tabled - waiting on guidance.
6)  Act 171 – All towns must set areas of forest blocks or forest tracks with geological map for maintaining habitats…hits other towns more than Grand Isle. The area the State of Vermont suggests to designate is the Grand Isle State Park and part of Pearl Swamp – identify an area that should be protected.  Shawn Mercy agrees with this area of designation.  Since Act 171 must be in the next Town Plan update, Shawn Mercy and Howard DeMars will reach out to Northwest Regional Planning for more information.  PC should begin reviewing the Town Plan after the new year.
F)  Minutes:  A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to accept the minutes of 10/05/21.   Andy Paradee seconds the motion.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.   
G) IT – The Planning Commission would like to have a way for the public to contact/communicate the board other than attending a meeting.  Consensus was to establish one email that tags all members and list on the Town website.  Melissa Boutin will talk with Charles Hollon, IT Administrator.  Any correspondence would then be addressed at the following PC meeting.
H) Update from Other Meetings:  Nothing noted.                                                                                                                                                                                     

The next meeting iscscheduled for Tuesday, November 2, 2021.  A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.   Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned by Chair, Emily Clark at 7:23 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

