
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
December 7, 2021
Public Hearing Meeting (in person and via zoom)
6:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair

Shawn Mercy
Andy Paradee
Howard DeMars

Jennifer Morway

Melissa Boutin, Scribe
Absent:

Guest(s): 
*Peter Riegelman

*Ilene Morgan

Greta Brunswick

Joe Longo
Janine Banks
Lynda Morgan-Gardiner

A. Regular meeting is called to order at 6:03 P.M. by Chair, Emily Clark.
B. Amend for items not listed – New Business: Greta Brunswick, NRPC – Act 171,174, Shawn Mercy – ARPA and Infrastructure, Emily Clark – NW Communication Union Districts, ZAO nomination along with expiring PC members

C. Guest(s):  *Peter and Ilene who are members of Grand Isle Fire District #4 are present this evening to follow-up on a previous letter that was sent for ARPA funding.  Is there a priority for disbursement of funds or a list of those who have submitted yet?  Shawn Mercy explains that Planning has received the recommendation from VLCT and Northwest Region Planning to “not rush” – gather information from the town and then submit to the Selectboard.  At this time a draft survey has been compiled that the board will be discussing tonight and the following meeting.  Hopeful to sent out at the beginning of the year.  Also waiting on Infrastructure bill which may boost the amount of funding available. There is plenty of time to decide, a plan needs to be in place by the end of 2024 and have until the end of 2026 to spend.  Peter Riegelman questions time table.  Shawn Mercy explains that currently there is no target date, in the infancy stages now…possibly six (6) months or so.  Both Peter Riegelman and Ilene Morgan understand this is a work in progress, however Peter Riegelman states that there is no advantage for the water district to have applied funding, as well as Grand Isle Consolidated Water District.  Shawn Mercy states that yes, the advantage is so that the PC Board is aware of the need.  Everyone is thanked for their time in attendance and more information will come as ARPA needs/wants information is collected.
D.  New Business: 1) *See above Guest(s)                                                                                                                  2)  Nominations/recommendations:  Scott Brown, ZAO three (3) term expiring 12/31/21 – he is interested in continuing for another term.  A motion is made by Emily Clark to nominate Scott Brown as ZAO to the Selectboard for another three (3) year term.  The motion is seconded by Andy Paradee.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion passed   A suggestion was made to invite the Zoning Administrator quarterly to PC meetings.  Both Shawn Mercy and Howard DeMars have two (2) year terms expiring 12/31/21 and as well both agree to continue their service on the Planning Commission.  A motion is made by Emily Clark to nominate Shawn Mercy and Howard DeMars.   The motion is seconded by Jennifer Morway.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion passed                                      
3)  Act 171, Act 174, Village Designation – Town Plan expires 2025 – eight (8) year cycle – start working on early because it will be here before you know it – Act 171 – Forest Blocks – 12/08/21 webinar – Shawn Mercy attended in October – only one place for Grand Isle which would be the State Park – much different than other communities such as Enosburg or Richford – maps will need to be updated in the Town Plan.  Village District – historic core spread out because of the railroad and US Route 2 – Grand Isle really has two (2)   Greta Brunswick can help facilitate - #1 pre-application meeting which involves coupled with a walk of the boundaries, #2 speak with Selectboard to gain support with the understanding to inform, letters of support, warn meeting or a resolution is needed.  Act 174 – Enhance Energy Plan that Taylor Newton has prepared and is ready to be inserted into a chapter.  Shawn Mercy asks Greta Brunswick to forward because he has no knowledge and he can then forward.  She warns it is long and can be also be added to appendix.  Greta Brunswick also suggests applying for the Municipal Planning Grant by September 2022.  
4)  NWCUD – Emily Clark would like to invite the next Select Board meeting to discuss their goals as outlined by ARPA.  That meeting would be on 12/20/21 and would discuss the expanding of broadband communications through fiber optics.
E. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Act 164 – Cannabis – Greta Brunswick speaks a bit on how municipalities can establish standards for retail cannabis whether by buffers or density to name a couple.  Currently there are six different types of licenses – NWRPC will have more as it becomes available.                                                                                                         2) Capital Budget – nothing new to include in this meeting
F.                .                                                                                 3) Annex building – Jennifer Morway updates that Evan Brown owner of Nadeau’s Playschool Childcare has expressed interest in the Annex building.  They serve children from six weeks of age and have a facility in Colchester as well as in Williston.  A meeting has been scheduled with her and Ron Bushway for Monday, December 13th @3:30PM to tour the building.  Shawn mercy will reach out to Jeff Parizo to join and help facilitate   More information for the next PC meeting.                                                                                                   4) ARPA – draft survey handed out by Shawn Mercy for everyone to review.  The idea is to keep the survey brief – max five (5) minutes to respond.  Currently 1.5 pages, could shrink to fit on a single page.  Look at and re-group at next meeting to decide on any tweaks, target date to issue, ways to distribute and deadline to respond.

G. Review & Approve Minutes:  The minutes of 11/16/21 are tabled until the next meeting of 12/21/21.  
H. Update from Other Meetings:                                                                                        1) ZAO discussed already 
Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, December 21, 2021.  A motion is made by Jennifer Morway to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.   Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion passed.  The meeting is adjourned by Chair, Emily Clark at 8:02 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

