
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
January 4, 2022
Regular Meeting (in person and via zoom)
6:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair

Shawn Mercy, Vice-Chair

Andy Paradee
Howard DeMars

Melissa Boutin, Scribe
Absent:

Jennifer Morway.

Guest(s): 
Joe Longo
A. Regular meeting is called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Chair, Emily Clark.
B. Guest(s):  see above
C. Amend for items not listed – Elect Chair, Co-Chair and Acting ZAO.
D.  New Business: A motion is made by Andy Paradee to nominate Emily Clark as Chair of the Planning Commission.  Shaen Mercy seconds the motion.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  A motion is made by Howard DeMars to nominate Shawn Mercy as Co-Chair of the Planning Commission.  Emily Clark seconds the motion.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to nominate Emily Clark  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.   
E. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Capital Budget – Highway loader is down.  A committee has been created for research on a new one.  $145-190K are the early numbers for a replacement.  Shawn Mercy is a part of the committee.  May go with another manufacturer – John Deere vs. Volvo.  Other than that Melissa Boutin and Emily Clark need to schedule a time to review the whole document. Need to continue keeping the ball rolling on a replacement Library/Municipal Complex.                                                                    2)  Annex building – Jennifer Morway does have an update, however is not able to be present this evening.  Emily Clark shares that Janet Eagan of JOY in South Hero is interested.  She along with Jennifer Morway and Ron Bushway have toured the building.  Emily Clark spoke of offering a package – something to think about - punt to the next PC meeting.  Shawn Mercy believes that is really up to the Selectboard.  Discuss at the joint SB/PC meeting to be held on 01/31/22.  Greta Brunswixk of Northwest Regional Planning Commission will also be in attendance to discuss Village Designation/ARPA.  Possible share any early results of the survey.                                                                                                                    3)  ARPA – Emily Clark shares with Shawn Mercy that she utilized the free survey monkey as a way to get the survey to people.  Greta Brunswick of NRPC is allowing Grand Isle the use of their paid account.  She has added a demographic question to gather a bit more information from the responder.  Shawn Mercy questions how to reach households other than the survey monkey.  It is explained that notification of the survey will be in the Islander, town website, posted notices around town, printed copies which can be picked up at the town office and hopefully the school newsletter.  Next PC meeting need to make any changes and finalize.  Howard DeMars questions whether any Grand Isle Rescue personnel will help with decision on ARPA projects? They have a very real need now.  Shawn Mercy explains the PC board is in the gathering information stage for proposals on use of the ARPA funds, but can reach out to Ray Mitchell, President of Rescue for some of his thoughts.                                                                                                                           4) Infrastructure/Community Development Funds – still waiting on more information.

F)  Minutes:  A motion is made by Emily Clark to accept the minutes of 11//16/21 The motion is seconded by Andy Paradee.  No further discussion.  Members vote.   All are in favor.  Motion carried.   The minutes of 12/21/21 are tabled until next meeting due to no quorum.
G) Update from Other Meetings:  Already discussed the highway loader from Selectboard meeting.  Highway has funds in both its capital reserve funds and highway fund balance to use one or a combination of both for the purchase.                                                                                                                                                                                   

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 18, 2022.  A motion is made by Howard DeMars to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.   Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned by Chair, Emily Clark at 6:36:34PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

