
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
November 16, 2021
Regular Meeting (in person and via zoom)
6:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair

Shawn Mercy, Vice-Chair

Andy Paradee
Howard DeMars

Jennifer Morway

Melissa Boutin, Scribe
Absent:

Guest(s): 
Joe Longo
A. Regular meeting is called to order at 6:06 P.M. by Chair, Emily Clark.
B. Guest(s):  see above
C. Amend for items not listed – under old business Shawn Mercy has update for Infrastructure.
D.  New Business: 
E. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Act 164 – Cannabis – Emily Clark attended the Selectboard meeting and promised to send information along regarding no rush to push through and vote on in March.  A recap from the last PC meeting on this topic that Jennifer Morway shared after attending a SAM zoom meeting.                                                                                              2) Capital Budget – Highway is working on quotes for generations – side note:  residents can grab salt/sand mix in old garage if needed up to 5 gallons.  Amy Thompson, Chair of the Recreation Department is very enthusiast with lots or ideas and plans.  Will need to regroup for possible use pf ARPA funds. Howard DeMars spoke with the Library and they would greatly appreciate the start of capital budget planning for a new Library.  It has been discussed for nearly a decade – some are frustrated.  Money has been spent on plans and construction costs typically don’t go down.  Emily Clark and Melissa Boutin will get together to update spreadsheets for ongoing use.  Shawm Mercy mentions the Capital Budget Plan is a living/breathing document that can change as needed.  Will focus on at the beginning of the new year. 3)  Annex building – Jennifer Morway spoke with Lisa of ABC.  Her facility in Milton is doubling therefore can’t assist Grand Isle at this time.  Jennifer Morway will reach out to Growing Healthy Kids.  Disappointing update but a decision must be made by the final meeting in December as promised to the Library.                                                                                                                   4)  ARPA –A decision to send out a survey is discussed.  Shawn Mercy offers to put together some questions for the next meeting.                                                               5) Community Development Funds – nothing new to report.

F)  Minutes:  A motion is made by Howard DeMars to accept the minutes of 11//02/21 with the correction that he suggested that if willing, Jennifer Morway reach out to Lisa od ABC Academy.  Andy Paradee seconds the motion.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  Shawn Mercy abstains.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.   
G) Update from Other Meetings:  1) A letter addressed to Emily Clark from VLCT on Act 171 asking to participate in online survey.  A motion is made by Andy Paradee for Emily Clark to engage on behalf of PC in the online survey.  Howard DeMars seconds the motion.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  2)  From the Selectboard meeting the board addressed some negative feedback posted on social media pertaining to a local business that performed work for the recreation committee.                                                                                                                                                                                   

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 7, 2021.  A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.   Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned by Chair, Emily Clark at 7:50 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

