
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
Municipal Town Offices

February 1, 2022
6:00 P.M. 

(in person & via zoom)

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark

Howard DeMars

Jennifer Morway

Andy Paradee

Melissa Boutin, Scribe
Absent:

Shawn Mercy
Guest(s): (via zoom)
Joe Longo
A. Meeting is called to order at 6:03 PM by Emily Clark, Chair 
.
B. Guest(s):  see above
C. Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed: 1) Emily Clark – USDA grant, update other meetings, webinar and emails.   2)  Howard DeMars – NRPC. 3)  Joe Longo – Annex and email at end with under update from other meetings.
D. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Capital Budget Plan – tabled for now – mid-March will begin reviewing and updating.
2) Annex Building – remove from future agendas.  Gathered information was turned over to the Selectboard at the joint SB/PC meeting held last evening, 01/31/22.   Joe Longo contributed another idea for use of the building…the Grand Isle post office.  He spoke with the postmaster who acknowledges they need a larger space to better accommodate them.   Jennifer Morway suggests that the post office contact the Selectboard due to the Planning Commission was in charge of finding a way to continue using the Annex building as a childcare facility. Additionally, if unsuccessful, the building was promised to the Library.  
3) APRA – Big news became available that $650K +/- can be categorized under revenue replacement and spent with less restrictions.  It can not be used to save for a rainy day fund, reducing taxes, pensions or paying volunteers.  Funds received this year are just over $319K and the same will be received next year. Emily Clark has a revised version of the survey for distribution and quick review.  She will take another go and try to get it launched with a deadline of 03/11/22.
4) Infrastructure – Village designation – Greta Brunswick of NRPC will do the initial map out which then the planning commission can identify points.   

5)  Town Survey – discussed above under ARPA.  Can remove item from future agendas.
E. New Business:  No new business. 
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: 1) Covered already by way of Selectboard meeting for the Annex building and ARPA update. Will regroup again on April 18th, 2022. 2) Howard DeMars gives a NRPC update from last month’s meeting.  They were very busy working on Grand Isle speed limits, Alburgh/St. Albans childcare, septic design for some municipalities, APRA funding, Infrastructure, South Hero meeting house concept design and Village designation.  The State of Vermont has received money that NRPC is working on stormwater runoff and water quality which should result in some action along with farm and food businesses for Franklin and Grand Isle County.  Communication district (NWCUD.com) and Howard DeMars is on a project review board.  Lots of energy projects particularly in South Hero on Eagle Camp Road – lithium storage battery installation – just starting up all over the place and in Franklin County a food processing plant is looking to purchase a digestor to create energy.  There is lots of stuff going on.  3)  Emily Clark reports that she received an email from Lake Champlain Basin wanting a participant from our area. She replied yes that someone would be willing.  Thus far Janine Banks and Ken Mirvis have expressed interest.  Andy Paradee who owns one mile of lakeshore is interested as well. May only need one person to sit on the northern council.  Dean Pierce of NRPC is the contact person.4) Emily Clark will get with Charles Hollon to set up joint email for the planning commission.5) USDA grants – Emily Clark attended the webinar. Jennifer Morway offered to read through the information.
G. Review & Approve Minutes:  A motion is made by Howard DeMars to accept the minutes of 01/18/22.  The motion is seconded by Jennifer Morway.  No discussion.  Members vote.  Andy Paradee abstained due to absence. All others are in favor.  Motion carried.
The next regular meeting of the Commission is scheduled to be held at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, February 15, 2022.
A motion is made by Howard DeMars to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Andy Paradee.   Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned by Emily Clark at 8:02 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

