
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
Municipal Town Offices

March 15, 2022
6:00 P.M. 

(in person & via zoom)

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark (in person
Shawn Mercy (in person
Jennifer Morway (in person)
Melissa Boutin, Scribe (in person)
Absent:

Howard DeMars
Andy Paradee

Guest(s): 
Court Roth Perry (in person)

Levi Kraemer (in person)
Brianna Treon (in person)

Ashley White (in person)

Ralph Schaarschmidt, II (in person)

Tim O’Reilly (zoom)

Joe Longo (zoom)
A. Meeting is called to order at 6:10 PM by Emily Clark, Chair 
.
B. Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed: None.

C. Guest(s):  
1) Pickle-Puck Draft Project Proposals: Roth Perry and Levi Kraemer – Presented proposed plan to the Recreation Department last week and passing on to the Planning Commission.  Background for idea came up in conversation which continued until this proposal.  Planning grant is the beginning point.  Concept is full rink under a pavilion powered by solar.  A few locations have been identified. - Hyde Road, Transfer Station and Donaldson Park.  Joe Long states there is no available land at the Transfer Station.  Tyler Billingsley of East Engineering is familiar with the area.  He was the site engineer for the conceptual Library/Municipal Offices and the new Town Highway Garage.  Shawn Mercy mentions the Town has no grant writer for a planning grant and plans on utilizing Northwest Regional Planning.  Levi Kraemer says they are looking for someone at the town level be a point person and it must be at the town level to apply for the planning grant.  It is a tight schedule in order for this proposal to move forward, but doable.  If the Planning Commission is willing to pass this project on to the Selectboard to present and if they were to agree, a public hearing needs to be scheduled.  It must be published in the local paper in advance of the public hearing for 15 days.  This is a $60K planning grant that would identify a site and the opportunity to look for more grants.  It would also allow to fundraise for public and private donations.  This is also why the support of the Town is needed due to grants being issued through the Town.  Multi use courts for more pickleball, tennis, basketball and volleyball are shown as well.  Broomball is also mentioned.  There is a lot of will from the private side and support from the Pickleball Association.  Jennifer Morway suggests the more uses, the better.  Concern rises as to the interest of hockey or skating.  Discussed lots of talent here in the Islands, but families may not have the means to get to a facility in other areas outside of Grand Isle County.  Grand Isle is the center of the Islands and really pushing for here.  Revenue sources would come from use of ice such as men’s leagues and open skating as well as the Pickleball Association for use of the courts.  Tim O’Reilly stated 2900 people played pickleball at Donaldson Park this summer. They   started in early April and ended in mid-November.  Two sessions ran six days a week from 8 to10 and 10 to12.  They were always booked and are also willing to assist in maintaining the facility during the season.  Having a covered area could potentially expand the program further into the day.  There are a lot of people who are motivated to see something like this happen in the area. The Planning Commission is willing to pass along to the Selectboard.   Melissa Boutin is asked to contact Eric Godin for this item to be added to the next Selectboard agenda meeting 03/21/22.  In summary, if the project had to be phased due to funding, it could be done in thirds.  First pickleball, then the rink and finally the chiller.  The current proposed project is $1.6M that would be self-sustaining at no cost to taxpayers.  
2) Recreation Committee Project Proposals-Amy Thompson:  Not present this evening, possibly future meeting.
D. New Business:  Discussed above.
E. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Capital Budget Plan – tabled.  Goal to meet before mid-April meeting.

2) APRA – Jennifer Morway sees a potential problem in the language of section 6.1 of the final ruling for taking the standard allowance.  There needs to be some clarification as to whether that action taken will then prohibit use of other federal funds or grants.   Emily Clark and/or Jennifer Morway will contact Greta Brunswick of NRPC and Katie Buckley of VLCT for more information. Additionally, the next joint meeting with the Selectboard is scheduled for 04/18/22. 
3) Infrastructure – Village designation – Emily Clark waiting to hear back from Greta Brunswick of NRPC.  Mentioned forest blocks – Pearl Swamp down to Grand Isle State Park – will get more explanation and plan on discussing further in September.
4) Town Survey – The survey has been launched with a deadline of 03/31/22– Emily Clark shares some data received thus far: 162 electronic responses, of which 96 emails were submitted for future contact/involvement.  Approximately 20% work from home since COVID and expect that will remain in place while 3% believe remote working will end. Approximately 50% do not work from home.  
5) Retail Cannabis Update – The Grand Isle voters passed the ballot article on 03/01/22.  Greta Brunswick of NRPC response for retail cannabis is that it is in the hands of the state.  The state is setting the guidelines for growers and retailers.  There is nothing that the Planning Commission needs to do right now except to wait as more becomes available.  Item will be kept on the agenda. 
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: 1) Selectboard held organization meeting on 03/07/22. 2)  Potential items for next Bylaw update - clarify shoreline/commercial/recreation and conditional use permit waiver by zoning for daycares in commercial districts – childcare can operate in all districts as well as some grammar clean-up.
G. Review & Approve Minutes:  A motion is made by Emily Clark to accept the minutes of 02/15/22.  The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.  No discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  No meeting was held on March 1st , 2022 due to Town Meeting so there are no minutes.
The next regular meeting of the Commission is scheduled to be held at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, April 4, 2022.
A motion is made by Jennifer Morway to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.   Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned at 7:45 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

