
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
Municipal Town Offices

May 2, 2022
6:00 P.M. 

(in person & via zoom)

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair (in person)
Howard DeMars (in person)

Shawn Mercy , Vice-Chair (in person)
Jennifer Morway (in person)
Andy Paradee (in person)

Melissa Boutin, Scribe (in person)
Absent:

Guest(s): 
David Capen (zoom)

Joe Longo (zoom)
Marie Prescott (in person)

A. Meeting is called to order at 6:05 PM by Emily Clark, Chair 
.
B. Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed: 05/17/22 special town meeting; 04/18/22 last PC/SB meeting (Shawn); ZA compensation (Emily)
C. Guest(s):  
1) David Capen, Joe Longo, Marie Prescott of the Development Review Board (DRB) attending meeting for agenda item:  Bylaw Review  
D. New Business:  Bylaw review and update with Scott Brown, ZAO at the second meeting in June.  Emily Clark and Jennifer Morway took some time to meet with Scott Brown.  A few gray areas/items are:
· Road widths (AOT vs. Town) setbacks

· Agriculture structures – no permits, no Lister knowledge – no change in property value as well as sheds, gazebos and other open structures
· Cannabis letter – ZAO has a generic letter for potential growers who are applying for a cannabis license through the State of Vermont.  He would like the PC’s approval.  Since cannabis is being regulated at the state level, there could be a link added to the Bylaws to reference the state statute(s)
· Accessory Dwellings (ADU) state law changed – update is needed – tiny homes/RV’s, etc.

· Mobile vendors – Grand Isle has nothing – not just for food, but also restrooms/animal grooming/hairdressers

· Salvage Yard – reference state statute, establish protocols, safeguards - town follow guidelines then state gets involved
· Interior remodeling – no permit required, no town knowledge of improvement(s) – thought process involved – increase habitable space such as finishing basement, garage into living or bedroom – yes.  Replacement items such as siding, roof, interior paint – no.  Research what other towns do
· Solar collection – no setbacks

· Inground pools – no fence required – noted: insurance companies regulate – safety issue 

· Curb cut process- Highway and Selectboard regulate – no ordinance or Bylaw – maybe should reference something in the Bylaws 
Break up for members to look into – no decisions but have some guidance for ZAO when he attends the second meeting in June.  

Shawn Mercy – road widths

Andy Paradee – sheds/gazebos, salvage/junk yards

Emily Clark – RV’s, shoreline, ADUs

Howard DeMars – mobile vendors, swimming pool enclosure

Jennifer Morway – interior space, solar
David Capen – Town Plan/Capital Plan – DRB handles one project at a time, but  starting to add up – question burden on wildlife and town facilities such as schools, roads, fire/rescue services and are there plans to revise these two documents to implement for town growth?  Jennifer Morway speaks to this – the review of the town plan will begin in the fall; every Bylaw has a consequence of sorts – where to develop and grow vs. others, minimum lot sizes of 5 acres vs. 1 acre (State does not want urban sprawl), forest blocks and wildlife corridors (required for next TP update), sidewalks – big push from ARPA survey, aging community/starter homes – Lots to think about – Town plan won’t be updated for another year, Bylaws annual process, but can updated more frequently if needed. Capital budget plan is a working document as well.  Items to be reviewed and prioritized, tables to be formulated and should be reviewed annually.
· ZA Compensation – PC recommends ZAO to SB which is currently a three-year term – with that was the request for an additional $3 p/hr.  Both approved by the Selectboard.  However, increase to begin July 1, 2022 (new fiscal year) vs January 1, 2022   (ZAO first date of new term) – 6 months equals @ $1600 plus FICA/Medicare -  Emily Clark was tasked to ask if there was anything the PC could do – thoughts of PC members is SB controls and out of PC hands. For next ZAO term the Planning Commission will try to be more thoughtful of timelines and budget processes. 
E. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Capital Budget Plan – tabled.  Emily Clark and Melissa Boutin will meet, June target date.

2) APRA – Emily Clark updates PC members that Adam White, Selectboard Chair has completed taking the Standard Allowance and filing prior to the 04/30/22 deadline. 
3) Infrastructure – Village designation – Greta Brunswick of NRPC – no update yet.  Need to push for the map and walk – grant opportunities are not an option without village designation.   
4) Retail Cannabis Update –remove completely.
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: 1) 04/18/22 joint SB/PC meeting rather difficult – Shawn Mercy and Andy Paradee surprised was not warned by Selectboard as a joint meeting, although the Planning Commission did.  Emily Clark stated back in March at the last meeting with the SB it was discussed to have PC back at the second meeting in April.  Not sure what happened.  Item on the SB agenda was the ARPA survey results.  Shawn Mercy expressed how upset he was and almost walked away from PC that night.  Emily Clark reiterated what was said from the March meeting which was to come back in April to discuss next steps and timelines.  Jennifer Morway missed the guidance for next steps of ARPA – information to be shared.   
G. Review & Approve Minutes:  A motion is made by Jennifer Morway to accept the minutes of 04/05/22.  The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.  No discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  Minutes of 04/18/22 are informational only from attendance at the Selectboard meeting.  No further action.
The next regular meeting of the Commission is scheduled to be held at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, May 17, 2022 which is a Special Town Meeting.  A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to cancel this meeting.  The motion is seconded by Howard DeMars.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The next regular meeting of the Commission will be scheduled to be held at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, June 7, 2022.
A motion is made by Andy Paradee to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Jennifer Morway.   Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned at 7:37 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

