
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
Municipal Town Offices

June 21, 2022
6:00 P.M. 

(in person & via zoom)

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair (in person)
Shawn Mercy , Vice-Chair (in person)
Howard DeMars (in person)

Jennifer Morway (in person)
Andy Paradee (in person)

Melissa Boutin, Scribe 
Absent:

Guest(s): 
Scott Brown, ZAO (in person)

A. Meeting is called to order at 6:05 PM by Emily Clark, Chair 
.
B. Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed: Cannabis – Emily Clark)
C. Guest(s):  see above
D. New Business:  1) Cannabis letter- Selectboard reviewed – no motion, but blessed it – regulated by the State of Vermont – letter sufficient for now.                                      2) Review Zoning Bylaws Info with Scott Brown, ZAO -
· Road widths (AOT vs. Town) setbacks – Appendix B- coordination issues 24’ vs. 20’ which has come up during recent subdivisions.  Pg. 69 C. should be changed from 20’ to 24’ with varied shoulders.  Right-of-way – 3 rods (49.5') from centerline – discrepancies 40’ setback from edge of road – unclear if Highway Road Commissioner and Highway Road Foreman are using different starting points. Important to clarify for curb cut requests as well.

· Width of Public and Private Roadways – change from 60’ to 49.5’ Both use A76 standards with the exception being on State Highways. Town Right-of-Way overall road width of 3 rods or 1.5 rods from center line.
· Curb cut process steps should be added into the Bylaws 1) form and fee 2) Highway Department notified, and site visit review 3) Selectboard approval or appeal process.
· 4.2 Exclusions – sheds/gazebos – under 100’ sq. ft. no permit is required.  Per the Listers these have value and they have no knowledge unless doing an inspection.  Setbacks also do not apply for those under 100 sq. ft.  Scott Brown suggests an abbreviated form with a flat fee so setbacks can be addressed – 15’ or sight line of neighbor as a courtesy. The Lister’s would also get notified.  Further discussion will be taken on this later 

· 3.2.2.4.1 – Setbacks – more information may be helpful.  Suggested adding Agency of Natural Resources phone number as well as the setbacks of Grand Isle.

· 4.5 ADU statutory change (S237) – designed to promote affordable housing.  Needs more review, but updates are needed into the Bylaws.  
· Mobile vendors – not just for food anymore – nothing in the Bylaws to reference – other towns have recognized – discussed permitting for important information to be on file with the Town.  Scott Brown has a sample application prepared for items to be checked off.  Regulated by the Vermont Department of Health, but also mentioned property setbacks, traffic impact, restrooms, garbage, parking and where mobile vendors are currently able to operate. Topic definitely needs addressing.

· 4.5.2 Recreational Vehicles – must conform to setbacks – how to regulate and/or enforce?  Not more than six (6) months occupied – there is no process for the Town to follow-up.  Wastewater disposal from RVs also needs to be defined. 
· 5.9 Junk/Salvage Yards – per state statute they are not allowed unless a salvage yard is otherwise licensed by the State of Vermont.  Scott Brown would like to see more added as well as salvage definition along with the state statute. Currently complaints need to be signed.  Some are afraid due to some sort of retaliation.  This is a very complicated topic and certainly will be talked about more.
· Interior remodeling/change of use – not specifically addressed in the Bylaws.  Another area where the Listers feel there is added value to properties and no knowledge unless stumbled upon.  Most members disagree with permitting for interior changes or even upgrades (crappy kitchen vs. gourmet).  However, change of use such as adding more bedrooms is a clear path to wastewater. 
· Inground swimming pool enclosures – Scott Brown provided a sample used from Colchester.  Insurance companies requires fencing, but no specific minimums.  Something to consider for update.

· 4.2 Exclusions to the Permit Process - .8 Solar collection – exclusions to the permit process – longest sentence ever – can do better and may have been cut and pasted from another place first.  The Town of Panton has a whole section on renewable energy.  Much more discussion is needed and possibly a new section in the Bylaws.
     Scott Brown is thanked for attending
.
E. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Capital Budget Plan – No update.

2) American Rescue Plan Funds Update – Table.
3) Infrastructure – Village designation – No update per Emily Clark.   
.
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: Discussed above already – cannabis letter.
G. Review & Approve Minutes:  A motion is made by Jennifer Morway to accept the minutes of 06/07/22.  The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.  Noted error in the AOT road standard reference.  Members vote.  Andy Paradee abstained.  All others are in favor.  Motion carried.  
The next regular meeting of the PC Commission would be Tuesday, July 5, 2022.  It was decided by the board to cancel. The next meeting is be scheduled to be held at 6:00 PM on July 19, 2022. 
A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.   Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned at 8:32 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

