
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
Municipal Town Offices

July 19, 2022
6:00 P.M. 

(in person & via zoom)

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair (in person)
Shawn Mercy , Vice-Chair (in person)
Andy Paradee (in person)

Melissa Boutin, Scribe 
Absent:
Howard DeMars 

Jennifer Morway 
Guest(s): 
Joe Longo (via zoom)

A. Meeting is called to order at 6:02 PM by Emily Clark, Chair 
.
B. Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed: Nothing noted
C. Guest(s):  see above
D. New Business:  1) First meeting in September should be used to review a couple of the Bylaw items brought up for review to be discussed more thoroughly – pick away a bit at a time.
E. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Capital Budget Plan – No update – will be reviewing in the near future.

2) Infrastructure – Village designation – Emily Clark distributes information on Designated Village Centers which shows benefits along with an application and the guidelines from NRPC.   Greta, Richard and everyone are all very busy at NRPC – discussed extending boundaries of the village district but then suggest going with what NRPC proposed.  Have until the end of August/September to submit the application for the VT Municipal Planning Grant.  Some concern about the number of items that need to get done by the end of September in order to get any type of planning grant.  Items 1 thru 8 are reviewed on the application checklist.  
3)  ARPA – Shawn Mercy comments that waiting for grants may not be the smartest.

6:40 PM Andy Paradee makes a motion to pause for a 10-minute intermission for technical difficulties.  Emily Clark seconds.  No discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.

6:50 PM Reconvene after brief intermission.  Talking about items #2 and #3 on the agenda –  

Discuss when PC Board is all in attendance some recommendations to the Selectboard on dividing ARPA funds to interested parties.  VLCT has suggested from the beginning to look for other avenues to match ARPA funding but it may not be available.  Andy Paradee suggest $75K going to Grand Isle Fire District #4 and Grand Isle Consolidated Water District and the rest to Grand Isle Rescue. Others believe there is more opportunity for the water districts to obtain grants or other funding other than utilizing the ARPA funds.  Any government services can use ARPA funds such as the library towards infrastructure.  Given a once in a lifetime opportunity to explore avenues first before suggestions which could mean a bigger impact.  Emily Clark will reach out to Katie Buckley of VLCT to find out what other towns are doing and whether or not there is a chance to obtain other funding. Is the goal a town center?   Could it be phased?  Could there be a middle road from Route 2 vs. Hyde Rd?  The opportunity is there and may need to dole out some funds now and continue to work on with the community’s best interest in mind.  Already have a structure layout and results of the survey done.
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: At Selectboard meeting there was discussion on utilizing some of the ARPA funding for IT – it is on them to make the final decision.
G. Review & Approve Minutes:  A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to accept the minutes of 06/21/22.  The motion is seconded by Andy Paradee.  No discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  
The next regular meeting of the PC Commission would be Tuesday, August 2, 2022. Shawn Mercy suggests the next PC meeting be used to discuss preliminary ARPA suggestion to the Selectboard since the whole board was not present to decide tonight.     
A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Andy Paradee.  No discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned at 7:13 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

