
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
Municipal Town Offices

January 17, 2023
6:00 P.M. 

(in person & via zoom)

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair 
Shawn Mercy, Vice-Chair 
Howard DeMars
Jennifer Morway 

Absent:
Melissa Boutin, Scribe 

Guest(s): 
None
A. Meeting is called to order at 6:07 PM by Emily Clark
.
B. Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed: Shawn Mercy – vote for officers; Jennifer Morway – oath administered by Emily Clark; Request from Selectboard to research ARPA investing 
C. Guest(s): see above  
D. Amended Business: 
1) Emily Clark reports that a request by the Selectboard has been made to Planning regarding investing ARPA funds to earn interest.  The Town is not restricted in any way.  This was also confirmed by VLCT that was a true statement.  As well, the PC was tasked to research the interest rates and report back.  Members of the Planning Commission Board believes this is a task for the Town Treasurer who then could recommend to the Selectboard the findings. It is ultimately the responsibility of the Selectboard to determine how the funds are to be invested and expended.
2) Emily Clark administers the oath to Jennifer Morway who accepts her term to serve on the Planning Commission for another three years ending December 31st, 2025.
3) Vote for Officers – Howard DeMars nominates Emily Clark to be Chair.  Seconded by Shawn Mercy.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  Howard DeMars nominates Shawn Mercy to be Vice-Chair.  Seconded by Emily Clark.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  Acting ZAO – Jennifer Morway nominates Emily Clark as Acting Zoning Administrator.  Seconded by Howard DeMars seconds.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.
E. New Business: N/A  

F. Old Business:  
1) Municipal Planning Grant – Nothing new to report at this meeting.

            2)  Capital Budget Plan – Discussed under Item G.
3)  Bylaw Discussion – A) Mobile Vendors – should be registered with the Town  and possibly a time limit.  Probably need to think about the negatives as well as the positives. Currently, this would be allowed anywhere in Grand Isle with no restrictions.  Keep it simple – permit, required State of Vermont paperwork, meet setbacks from property sidelines and town right-of-way, bathroom amenity, and trash disposal with exceptions for organized farmer’s markets, organized town events, private parties/events, and volunteer origination events. Jennifer Morway will update and present.  B) ADU- Accessory dwelling unit - State rules have changed – wastewater permit has to be in place, not to exceed 30% of total habitable floor area of primary dwelling or 900 sq. ft.  Reviewed Stowe and South Hero’s which is more permissive at 50%.  Reference State Statue as of a certain date.  Again, keep it simple.  C) RV’s – Valid registration, storage unoccupied – occupied less than six months – wastewater properly disposed of, meet setbacks – further discussion to come.
G. Other Meeting Attendance Update: 
1) Emily Clark mention that probably two Selectboard meetings ago – looking for funds to demolish the old town garage.  It was decided by the Selectboard to put in front of the voters as a line item.  Grants could be available to help with the $100K proposed amount.  It would be in the general town budget and as well could be significantly less.  Jennifer Morway speaks of the historical society needs that was also discussed during a Selectboard meeting.  The recommendation was for them to reach out to the Planning Commission to be added to the Capital Budget Plan.  No funds for FY’24 as all budgets have been reviewed and approved.  This would be for FY’25 at the earliest. Emily Clark suggests a higher role from the Town Treasurer regarding capital items.  She thinks suggesting to the Selectboard that the Treasurer updates and present to the Selectboard quarterly, semi-annually or annually. Shawn Mercy believes the CBP should be updated by the PC first and then updated from there by the Treasurer.  Discussion continues on having plans from departments for replacement of equipment such as the highway department for trucks, office copiers and computers, etc.  Shawn Mercy explains thresholds and items currently in and of the working document known as the Capital Budget Plan.  Review of multiple tables by all present. Again, emphasis is made on updating and changing as needed.
H. Review & Approve Minutes:   
09/20/22 – Still due – computer crashed

12/20/22 – A motion is made by Shawm Mercy to approve the minutes of December 20, 2022.  Seconded by Emily Clark.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.
01/03/23 – A motion is made by Emily Clark.  Seconded by Shawn Mercy.  Member vote.  Jennifer Morway abstains.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.

The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be Tuesday, February 7, 2023 at 6 P.M.    
A motion is made by Jennifer Morway to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned at 8:13PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

