
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
Municipal Town Offices

October 4, 2022
6:00 P.M. 

(in person & via zoom)

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair (in person)
Shawn Mercy, Vice-Chair (in person)
Andy Paradee (in person)

Jennifer Morway (in person)
Melissa Boutin, Scribe 

Absent:
Howard DeMars 

Guest(s): 
Joe Longo (zoom)
A. Meeting is called to order at 6:03 PM by Emily Clark, Chair 
.
B. Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed: Local Cannabis and FY24 PC budget
C. Guest(s): see above – nothing to add 
D. New Business: 
1) Prep Presentation for Joint PC/SB Meeting: Discussed the direction given by VLCT and consensus for designation of ARPA funds was to benefit as many people as possible.  The survey conducted was collective data and not a decision.  The initial uses for the ARPA funds were for water supply until the ability to take the standard deduction allowance became an option.  Rescue/Fire monetary support is a Band-Aid fix for possibly one year delaying the inevitable.  Planning Commission will present the slideshow and then the next steps listing some examples of additional revenues available to stretch the ARPA funds with grants and/or negative interest loan possibilities.  The public meeting is for those in attendance to ask questions.  The PC continues to stand by its motion made to the SB that the funds be used for a Library/Municipal Offices/Community/Town Green and will wait for them for future direction.  Jennifer Morway will put the information presented to the Selectboard regarding the suggested use of ARPA funds into a slideshow format and forward to Emily Clark.
2) Bylaw item – Shawn Mercy was tasked to follow-up on Fencing.  He has reached out to VLCT and NRPC and no word back yet as to whether Grand Isle has any exposure (liability) by not having any regulation.  It has been noted that when towns have any issue(s) they tend to “bylaw up”.  Currently the Town of Grand Isle requires no permits for fencing. 
3)  Local Cannabis – Emily Clark distributes a handout from the Vermont Cannabis Control Board.  It talks about municipalities forming a local commission.  This can be done by the municipality adopting a resolution that is signed by the legislative body to the Cannabis Control Board.  When this is done, the Cannabis Control Board will seek local licensing information from the towns that have formed a local commission.  Otherwise, the Cannabis Control Board relies on an attestation of the applicant or licensee to confirm that they are in compliance with all oval permitting, zoning and applicable ordinance.  A motion is made by Emily Clark that the Planning Commission recommend to the Selectboard that they form a local cannabis committee by resolution to serve the town notice for cannabis activity within the town. The motion is seconded by Andy Paradee.  No further discussion.  Member vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.   
4)  PC FY24 Budget:  The proposed budget is due to be submitted on 11/03/22 for the SB meeting on 11/07/22.  Need to ask whether IT funds needs to be budgeted as well as the decision on COLA increase.  There is a suggestion to increase the budget amount for Public Notices.  The only other item waiting to receive information on would be the annual NRPC dues.  
E. Old Business:                                                                                                                 1) Capital Budget Plan – tabled – no update.

2) Village Center Designation – The application was submitted on the 26th and looked good – Greta of NRPC provided some inaccurate information which was the application is only for renewals.  The Town Plan has to have language in it first.  The law changed in 2015 and the last revision was in 2017.  The question raised about what can be done?  The answers were to fix when the plan is submitted in 2025 or it could be amended beforehand.  To amend the Planning Commission must propose the change(s), warn and hold a Public Hearing, submit to the Selectboard for review and then they also need warn and hold a Public Hearing.  Greta of NRPC wasn’t sure if it was worth doing. Emily Clark expresses that it is due to grants being prioritized for those town with a Village Designation.  Currently waiting on more information to arrive.  Also discussed forming a committee possibly made up of someone from SB, PC, DRB, Library and the public.  This committee could work on gathering information and reporting back to the SB periodically.  This would be helpful since neither the SB or PC have extra time and there is no paid Town Planner.  A motion is made by Emily Clark to recommend to the Selectboard that a local committee be formed.  The motion is seconded by Jennifer Morway.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried. 
3)  ARPA – Already discussed.
4)  Municipal Planning Grant – Need to review and if interested confirm by 10/31 – Greta of NRPC now has staff to handle this and help to complete the next update of the Town Plan.  Need to ask whether any extra funds will be needed for these projects.  Shawn Mercy makes a motion to confirm with Greta of NRPC the Town of Grand Isle’s interest in applying for the Municipal Planning Grant.  The motion is seconded by Jennifer Morway.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried. 
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: Selectboard meeting from Monday, 10/03/22 postponed until Friday, 10/07/22 due to technical Zoom issues.
G. Review & Approve Minutes:   09/20/22 tabled due to computer failure.  
The next regular meeting of the PC Commission will be Tuesday, October 18, 2022 at 6 P.M.   This meeting will be a joint with the Selectboard at the Grand Isle School to present an update on the proposed priority uses for the ARPA funds. 
A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned at 7:18 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

