
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
Municipal Town Offices

February 7, 2023
6:00 P.M. 

(in person & via zoom)

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair 
Shawn Mercy, Vice-Chair 
Jennifer Morway 

Melissa A. Boutin, Scribe

Absent:
Howard DeMars

Guest(s): 
None
A. Meeting is called to order at 6:00 PM by Emily Clark
.
B. Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed: 
C. Guest(s): see above 
D. New Business: N/A  

E. Old Business:  
1) Municipal Planning Grant – No new updates.

            2)  Capital Budget Plan – Emily Clark has been away.  No new updates.
3)  Bylaw Discussion – Jennifer Morway distributes a list of potential dates  the Bylaw items will be discussed.  Just a draft to keep things on track.

A)  Mobile Vendors – Jennifer Morway suggests proposing to the Selectboard a town Ordinance vs. in the Bylaws.  It would be easier to modify.  Mobile vendors can be referenced in the Bylaw to the ordinance.  A motion is made by Jennifer Morway to suggest this new ordinance to the SB. Emily Clark seconds.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Jennifer Morway will submit the suggestion to the Selectboard.  Jennifer Morway brought up that in general having any/all ordinances on the website would be useful.  She will also include that as well.  

B)  ADU- Accessory dwelling unit – Vermont Department of Housing – 24T V.S.A. 4412 per the State each town must allow.  A handout is distributed.  This could be used as a baseline.  RVs/ADUs will move to May when more is known from the State.  Regardless of any changes, the Bylaws will state any reference to State Statues mean the most current set by the State. 
C) Setbacks/Rights-of-way – Shawn Mercy clarifies that rights-of-ways are legal documents and when one exists on or within a piece of property it will be a part of the deed.  Setbacks – Currently, 65’ from center of the road before a structure, 25’ from side and rear property lines, 150’ road frontage for sightline and curb cuts.    Shawn Mercy will visit that distance.  Look to neighboring towns, maybe 50’ from center of the road.  A reference in the Bylaws for the curb cut process would also be helpful – permit application, pay fee, site visit by Highway and final approval from the Selectboard.  Flowcharts could be implanted if it makes things easier.  Jennifer Morway is willing to type up.  Keep simple and within reason for people.   Page 18 and page 27 will need updating if set back footage is changed.  A suggestion to pass by the DRB for any thoughts, suggestions, or concerns.
D) 4.2 Exclusions to setbacks – discussed things like chicken coops, gazebos, wind/solar, pools wood sheds, propane/fuel tanks maybe on the property line and no permits are required.  Suggest all structures to be included to meeting the setback requirements unless otherwise stated.  This would not include fences.
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: 
1) The Planning Commission received a letter today from a group jn the neighboring Town of South Hero, No action item needed. 
2) Selectboard meeting was attended by Emily Clark via Zoom.  Discussed moving the ARPA funds into another type of short-term investment should the interest rates be higher than the current money market account.  They will be utilizing up to $36K on IT.  Emily Clark was contacted by the local food shelf.  They are looking to relocate into a larger space.  The food shelf serves all Grand Isle County towns.  The old town garage is not an option and the Annex building is not handicap accessible.  
G. Review & Approve Minutes:   
09/20/22 – Still due – computer crashed – will ask for additional assistance from Alan, Rural Solutions to obtain draft minutes.
01/17/23 – A motion is made by Emily Clark.  Seconded by Shawn Mercy.  Member vote. All are in favor.  Motion carried.

Emily Clark will be forwarded all the minutes from September to present for posting onto the website.

The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be Tuesday, February 21, 2023 at 6 P.M.    
A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Jennifer Morway.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned at 7:36PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

