
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
Municipal Town Offices

March 21, 2023
6:00 P.M. 

(in person & via zoom)

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair 
Shawn Mercy, Vice-Chair 
Howard DeMars
Jennifer Morway 

Wendy Rosica

Melissa Boutin, Scribe 

Absent:
Guest(s): 
A. Meeting is called to order at 6:08 PM by Emily Clark
.
B. Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed:  Jennifer Morway under new business: legislative activity and Emily Clark under other meeting attendance.
C. Guest(s): None
D. New Business:   Town Bylaws/Town Plan – Jennifer Morway emailed members regarding the current legislative activity which could have a big effect on what the Planning Commission is doing with both documents.  One item is H36 regarding housing.  She has also sent Josie Leavitt, State Representative, an email to suggest keeping PC in the loop on any decisions.  Wildlife corridors should still be discussed with Hans for suggestions, must haves vs. should have.  After talking with Hans begin speaking with private property owners to get the ball rolling.  H47 – Solar panel installers – recycling plans.  Speaks more on rural areas - hoping that NWRPC will help to guide the requirements on #5.   
E. Old Business:  
1) Municipal Planning Grant – Emily Clark reports that Grand Isle received notification today that the grant was approved and fully funded in the amount of $17,180.  Grand Isle has 45 days to accept.  A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to have Emily Clark digitally sign the grant.  The motion is seconded by Jennifer Morway.  No further discussion. Members vote.  All are in favor.   Greta Brunswick of NWRPC’s Planner will be contacted to figure out what are the next steps.  Town Plan – major revision with municipal center – bigger project.
2) Capital Budget Plan – Melissa Boutin has started revising/updating the information and numbers.
3)  Bylaw Discussion –  a) PUD’s - Shawn Mercy explains the setbacks for building at 12.5’ + 40’ = 52.5’   It is just for PUD perimeters for noise only – more condensed - at least 3 acres - % of homes per acre. Examples discussed were Macomber Lane, Pearl Street and Ciara Drive.  Allowed 1.25 units per acre.  State statute does not specially address setbacks.  Grand Isle can be more restrictive but must consider utilities. b) Interiors - Jennifer Morway was tasked as to whether permits should be issued. It might make sense if Grand Isle had a qualified building inspector.  However, currently there is no such personnel nor anyone else to take on additional tasks.  All agreed to keep as is with no interior permits needed.
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: 
1) Selectboard meeting update – Couper Shaw voted in as Chairperson and Josie Leavitt voted in as Vice Chairperson.  Colleen Bushway a Library Trustee is working on paperwork which is not a grant but an assessment through the State of Vermont to determine Grand Isle Library needs. Most questions related to the capital infrastructure needed and she was asking the Selectboard for input.  This would be an area that Northwest Regional Planning Commission could be helpful.  Interestingly, not once was there a suggestion to refer to the Grand Isle Planning Commission for resources or information.  
2) Howard DeMars has agreed to stay on the NWRPC for one more year.  
G. Review & Approve Minutes:   
02/21/23 – A motion is made by Howard DeMars to approve the minutes of February 21, 2023, with changed typo “sie” should be “side”. The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.  No further discussion. Members vote.  Wendy Rosica abstains.  All others are in favor.  Motion carried.

The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be Tuesday, April 4th, 2023, at 6 PM.    
A motion is made by Jennifer Morway to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.  No further discussion.  No further discussion. Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned at 7:39PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

