GRAND ISLE CEMETERY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
June 13, 2023, 4:30 p.m., Grand Isle Town Office

Meeting was called to order by Valerie Hunter, Chair, at 4:30 p.m. 

Commissioners present: Brian Allen, Lucille Campbell, Valerie Hunter, Sue Lawrence and Jane Pomykala. 

Guests: None

Additions or deletions: Lucille added “Flags” to old business.
Brian moved to approve the May 9, 2023 minutes with the corrections of “Ye” for “The” and the addition of “Crary” to Cody’s name. Jane seconded, all in favor.
Financial report:
	Cemetery budget status and balance sheet reports received from Melissa Boutin and discussed. 
	Bills paid: 
$6,400 from MM fund - deposit to Sunset Fence for new fence
$3,643.91 to Ron Bushway - March 29 – June 9, 2023 lawn care
$162.50 to Wade Lawrence – 6 ½ hours, grounds maintenance May 23 – June 9, 2023
$250 to Silas Shepard - power washing the Quaker fence
$100 to Essex VFW - flags	
No bill has been received yet from Cory Crary for tractor work. Sue will contact him again. Val & Jane will see about checking the tractor battery.
Burials and lot sales:
	Sue had requests from extended family members for burials in existing lots. One was for 4 cremains in 7’ x 10’ lot containing 2 existing burials; the other for a burial in a lot with no corner stones or headstones and no indication where 3 known existing burials were placed. Consensus was that the Commission can’t allow burials without legal proof of permission from the lot owner. A permission form is available and must be notarized.
Rules of Procedures: Val moved to approve changing the posting locations, Jane seconded. All in favor.
Fence – Grand Isle Cemetery - no update. Val will contact Matt Sears of Sunset Fence to ask if he received the deposit check.
Quaker Cemetery fence – The fence has been power washed. Brian noted Silas Shepard had suggested a seasonal treatment of Wet & Forget on the fence to prevent the recurrence of the lichen and mildew for $300. Consensus was to see what the condition was next spring and decide then.
Sign – DigSafe has marked the location of utilities. No update from Bill Kaigel as to installation date.
Cleaning & restoration – Val contacted Jeff Pignona. He will repair the 2 stones in Hoag Cemetery when he does the Grand Isle Cemetery. No date yet.
Flags – more are needed for graves missed. Brian will take care of the old flags.
Repairs to the shed – Jane has sanded and painted two sides. Brian will help with the repair over the door and Jane will paint the rest.
Water line into Grand Isle Cemetery – Discussion of the pros and cons of bringing water to the cemetery for use in cleaning stones and for care of landscaping plants by individuals. Hook-on fee for Grand Isle Consolidated Water District is $3500 with quarterly fee of $200. Brian will check with Island Excavating to get an idea of what the cost of laying the line as far as the vault would be.
Public concerns – cornerstones have sunk and are out of line, those have been fixed; peony plant is missing from in front of a grave, Commission suggested that it may have died; soil has sunk in front of a headstone, Wade Lawrence will fill it in. Weed/grass trimming wasn’t done satisfactorily for Memorial Day, Commission response was that this is a multi-day task.
Jane moved to adjourn, Sue seconded. Meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m.
Next meeting July 11, 2023.

Respectfully submitted,
Lucille Campbell, Recording Secretary

	

