
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
Municipal Town Offices

June 6, 2023
6:00 P.M. 

(in person & via zoom)

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair 
Shawn Mercy, Vice-Chair 
Howard DeMars
Jennifer Morway

Melissa Boutin, Scribe 

Absent:
Wendy Rosica

Guest(s): 
A. Meeting is called to order at 6:13 PM by Emily Clark
.
B. Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed:  Emily Clark – VLCT training under new business.
C. Guest(s): Greta Brunswick – did not attend due to schedule conflict.
D. New Business:   
1) Greta Brunswick, Northwest Regional Planning Commission – tabled until 06/20/23.  There will be lots to review at the next meeting. May need to move items to a future agenda.  The Town Plan – village Designation is a huge piece – look at future needs more proactively.  
2) Bike/Ped Grant(s) – Wendy Rosica has a conversation with the local resident for the grant to explain Grand Isle is not there yet and encouraged input/meeting attendance.
3) VLCT virtual training – June 14th at 9:30 AM Housing and Roles and Responsibilities of PC with another on June 22nd again at 9:30 AM, Regulating Short Term Rentals and Roles and Responsibilities of DRB and Zoning.  Cost for PACIF members $20 each. 
E. Old Business:  
1) Town Plan Revision – MPG process - update with Greta Brunswick of NRPC next meeting. 
2) Bylaw Discussion – Last topics are Shoreline Protection.and solar panels.  Update on windmills – PUC (Public Utility Commission) can overrule – Howard DeMars will try to look for the new information.  In other towns where bylaw sections are larger it seems to mean they have experienced some kind of issue.   Once more information is gathered, it can be added – setbacks should be as consistent as possible.
3) Municipal Energy Resilience Program (M.E.R.P.) – Can apply for $4K mini grant.  Table for now, but Jennifer Morway can work on – may need to connect with Melissa Boutin. 
4) Capital Budget Plan – No update. 
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: 
1)  Shawn Mercy has submitted a letter to the Selectboard.  A copy is included at the end of the minutes.  Items in the letter are inadequate infrastructure, ADA compliance not being addressed, and potential grant opportunities. Food for thought for the next two weeks.  Jennifer asked to make a list of issues with buildings – no meeting/training room, no storage/vault space, adult programs at small table and in classroom chairs.  Once in a lifetime opportunity – maximize funds to make a lasting impact – earmark ARPA funds for new municipal town center. The Planning Commission cannot move forward without committed funds to apply for grants and without the support of the Selectboard. Discussion ensued – two members of PC to direct issues to the Selectboard at their next meeting 06/19/23.
2) Special Election 08/01/23 scheduled no PC meeting to be held.  Review calendar with Greta Brunswick and member attendance for needed quorum.
G. Review & Approve Minutes:   
05/02/23 – A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to accept the minutes of May 2, 2023.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  Howard DeMars abstains.  All others are in favor.  Motion carried.
05/16/2023 – A motion is made by Howard DeMars to accept the minutes of May 16, 2023.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  Jennifer Morway abstains.  All others are in favor.  Motion carried.
The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be Tuesday, June 20th, 2023, at 6 PM.    
A motion is made by Emily Clark to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Howard DeMars.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned at 7:50PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

