
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
Municipal Town Office Building 
October 3, 2023
6:00 P.M. 

(in person & via zoom)

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair 
Shawn Mercy, Vice-Chair

Howard DeMars

Jennifer Morway 
Wendy Rosica

Melissa Boutin, Scribe 

Absent:
Guest(s): 
Carrie San Angelo

Susan Willard

Greta Brunswick, NRPC

A. Meeting is called to order at 6:05 PM by Emily Clark
.
B. Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed:  Review Greta’s information from raw data of survey and Town Plan categories.
C. Guest(s): Greta Brunswick, NRPC shares the information from the survey monkey data.  Received 163 responses – trying to analyze answers into categories to implement for the Town Plan.  Took some time reviewing the questions and responses.  More business, affordable housing, better internet/cell service were some of the popular answers.  Reviewed concepts for the Grand Isle Vision statement worksheet.  Also, two concepts for the Grand Isle municipal property were shared. One shows one L-shaped building and the other shows two buildings.  Suggest sharing the ideas and stating “concept design only” and “to be determined” disclaimer along with showing the steps along the way with a project of this nature in a poster display.  The next community meeting is scheduled for 10/24 at the Grand Isle School.  This is not so much a hands-on meeting like the first, but more a presentation/social event to look at maps and interact.  Pizza will again be served.  Greta Brunswick will share the poster when available, which ca then be printed and posted to advertise the meeting.
D. New Business:   No new business.
E. Old Business:  
1) Bylaw Discussion –1) Page 20 – combine #8 & #9 – see Shwan Mercy’s notes – roof top solar is excluded – no permit is needed.  Curb cut process – see Shawn’s notes.  2.9.1 – application – see notes and add flow chart and a link to AOT.  Page 69 - Appendix B – add language at the end of the paragraph. Marinas – relying on State Statues – the survey shows requests for more lake access – more research is needed before any changes to this section.  Will discuss again in December. 
2) Municipal Energy Resilience Program (M.E.R.P.) – The Selectboard signed the document on 10/02/23.  Emily Clark will scan and email to appropriate people.
3) Capital Budget Plan – No updates. 
F.     Other Meeting Attendance Update: The Selectboard meeting was excellent.  Northwest Regional Planning Commission representative was present and shared a private road assessment grant that is available. 
G. Review & Approve Minutes:   
09/19/23 – A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to accept the minutes of September 19th, 2023.  The motion is seconded by Howard DeMars.  Jennifer Morway abstains.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.

08/22/23 and 09/05/23 Melissa Boutin is presently working on to get caught up. 
The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be Tuesday, October 17th, 2023, at 6 PM located at the Grand Isle Municipal Office.    
A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Howard DeMars.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned at 8:16PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

