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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE

9 HYDE ROAD

GRAND ISLE, VERMONT 05458

GRAND ISLE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

MINUTES OF AUGUST 19, 2020 via ZOOM
Present:
Board Members—Joe Longo, Joseph Steffen, Kristy Wheel; Alternate--David Capen; ZAO--E. Scott Brown; Clerk-–Donna LeClair
Absent:
Board Members, Bill Atherton, Francis LaFromboise; Alternate--Panos Lekkas
Others:
Anne Blair, Ron and Carol Gordon, Doug Goulette, Paula Jackson, Rick Jackson, Bonnie Lapierre, Jeff Parizo

6:02 PM  
The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Chair, Joseph Steffen, after all present were connected electronically, courtesy of Diane Cota, Select Board Chair, who set up the town Zoom account.  Cota then turned the host position over to J. Longo and left the meeting.  Roll call was taken and J. Steffen read the VLCT Remote Public Meeting Script for Opening a Meeting.  J. Steffen asked if there were any changes to the Agenda.  There being none, J. Longo made a motion to accept the Agenda as written.  J. Steffen seconded and Board members present voted unanimously in favor.


J. Longo accepted the point person position for Hearing #02-20FP – Robert and Bonnie Lapierre, and read the following into the record:



“It should be noted that a phone vote was taken and a quorum was met by Joe 
Longo, Joe Steffen, Bill Atherton and Kristy Wheel to cancel the February 5, 
2020, meeting since no hearings were scheduled, and there was no 
administrative business to be conducted.  That was true through to March 18, 
2020, when a DRB meeting was scheduled, but by that date, per order of 
Governor Scott, all town meetings were suspended because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.”


Longo then reviewed the Conduct of DRB hearings for all present.  J. Steffen lost contact for a short time and then found his way back into the meeting.  During that time, J. Longo asked if D. Capen would serve as a full Board member for this evening, instead of an alternate.  Capen agreed to do so.  Longo asked if there were conflicts of interest or ex parte communications.  There were none.  Those present explained their interest in the hearings:  J. Parizo stated he represented the Select Board’s interest in the Town of Grand Isle; Doug Goulette was present representing Paula Jackson and the Gordons; Paula Jackson said she and her brother, Rick Jackson, represented the interests of Ron and Carol Gordon--she, as Agent of the Gordons.  Bonnie Lapierre was present as applicant for Hearing #02-20FP.  The definition of Interested Persons was reviewed.  D. Goulette, P. Jackson, B. Lapierre and J. Parizo were asked to raise their right hand and were sworn in by J. Longo.  All answered “I do.”


J. Steffen read the warning and opened Hearing #02-20FP—Robert and Bonnie Lapierre--Application for Final Plat Review for possible Single Lot Subdivision for property located at 42 Moccasin Avenue, identified by Tax Map Parcel ID 

#02-01-29.1.  J. Longo was asked by the Chair if he would be point person.  Longo accepted.  B. Lapierre was asked what her plan is, and said she and her husband want to divide out 1.4 acres for their daughter and son-in-law.  D. Capen reported that he looked at the original map and volunteered to speak to the accuracy of it because the copy received by the Board was poor and illegible.  J. Steffen said if D. Capen researched and is good with what he saw, he feels the rest of the Board will be okay with it as well.  K. Wheel agreed.  D. Capen asked Ms. Lapierre to explain where the road goes.  She explained there will be a shared driveway on the property line.  J. Longo asked if there were other comments or concerns and made a motion to recess to date and time certain of September 2, 2020, to go into deliberative session with the Board.  K. Wheel seconded and Board members present agreed.  J. Longo said an answer would be formulated within 14 days.  


J. Steffen read the warning for Hearing #01-20SKP – Ron and Carol Gordon, represented by Paula Jackson, Agent – Application for Sketch Plan Review for possible Major Subdivision for property located at 57 Pearl Street, identified by Tax Map Parcel ID #08-01-37.  D. Capen served as point person.  


Paula Jackson explained that Ron and Carol Gordon had started this project with the idea of dividing the land.  During the process, she and her brother, Rick Jackson, said they would buy the property but do not plan to develop it right away.  P. Jackson said she understood from Doug Goulette, Agent for her and for the Gordons, that permits for this type of project last forever.  J. Longo responded that there are certain time lines and guidelines through the process that must be met in order to be valid.  Water and wastewater were discussed, and P. Jackson said down the line, they may go in that direction, but at this point they want the property to be recreational.  Ms. Jackson stated they have no intentions of developing it for the next five years.  The idea of the Jacksons buying the land is to give Ron and Carol Gordon more income.  ZAO E.S. Brown asked P. Jackson if they are planning on doing an actual subdivision at this point.  Ms. Jackson said the seventh lot is where Ron and Carol’s house is.  J. Longo said the Board’s role tonight is to classify this as a major subdivision.


D. Goulette, D. Capen and J. Longo discussed P. Jackson and R. Jackson’s plans for the subdivision, which included questions from the Board about water and wastewater and final approval of a major subdivision.  J. Steffen said, “You’re really just looking at drawing lines with no immediate intention of developing any of this.”  D. Capen said, “I think they want to get the entire major subdivision developed but not do anything with it at this time.”  Capen further stated approval would include wastewater and continued, saying, “…to do a major subdivision, all of the requirements of a major subdivision would have to be met, so it would involve more than just drawing lines.”  After more discussion, D. Capen moved to recess this meeting to September 2, 2020, to be discussed in deliberative session before making a decision.  K. Wheel seconded, and all Board members voted in favor of the motion.      

ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS.  


ZAO Updates: -- E.S. Brown reported there are two applications for the DRB.

Clerk – D. LeClair said the Minutes of March 18, 2020, noted on the Agenda should be for January 15, 2020.  They are the ones that need to be approved.  An Agenda was prepared for March 18, 2020, but because of the pandemic, that meeting was cancelled.


The Clerk stated she has two applications—one for Brett and Joan Sylvester and one for Robert McDonald.  Both are for single-lot subdivisions.  The Board was asked if they want to hear both on September 16, 2020.  The answer was yes, they will hear both.

 
Under Old Business, work on Templates for Site Plan Review and Conditional Use Approval will be tabled for another time.  

Clerk stated she had received a thick envelope of documents regarding the Cell Tower at the site of the Sheriff’s office.  Do we want to keep receiving information about this when it does not fall within the scope of the DRB?  J. Longo said yes; let the attorneys handling it continue to send information.  It was noted the Select Board also receives information.

Upcoming Hearings


September 2, 2020 – It is planned that the Board members present at this meeting, and the Clerk, will meet in person at the Town Office, to go into deliberative session to discuss both matters heard this evening.  Social distancing can be observed, masks will be worn, and each site can be sanitized.

J. Longo plans to look into the DRB having its own Zoom account to be able to set up and extend invitations to meetings without relying on the Select Board Chair.  

September 16, 2020 –Two applications for single lot subdivisions will be heard via Zoom.


October 7, 2020 -- open at this time. 
6:55 PM
D. Capen made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  J. Longo seconded.  Board members present voted unanimously in favor by voice vote.  The meeting closed at 6:55 p.m.

Prepared by Donna LeClair, Clerk


_______________________________      

_____________________

DRB Chair / DRB Vice Chair / DRB Member

Date
