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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE

9 HYDE ROAD

GRAND ISLE, VERMONT 05458

GRAND ISLE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 16, 2020 
Present:
Board Members—Francis LaFromboise, Joe Longo, Joseph Steffen, Kristy Wheel; Clerk-–Donna LeClair
Absent:
Board Member – Bill Atherton; Alternates – David Capen and Panos Lekkas; 


ZAO – E. Scott Brown
6:05 PM
Chair Joseph Steffen called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.  Roll call was 


taken.  J. Longo made a motion to change the Agenda at the end of the 


meeting to discuss Proposed Amendments to the Bylaws.  J. Steffen 


seconded.  Those present all voted in favor; the motion passed.


There were no hearings scheduled this evening.  Administrative business was 


conducted.




Updates of the ZAO:  ZAO Scott Brown was absent but J. Longo had talked 


with him earlier today.


Clerk:  J. Longo made a motion to accept the Minutes of November 4, 2020, 


as written.  F. LaFromboise seconded.  Members present voted in favor by voice. 


Clerk called the Board’s attention to a copy of corrected Minutes of September 2, 

2020.  In the Minutes of September 2, an amendment had been made by J. Longo for 

Hearing #02-20FP – Lapierre “…to close Final Plat…” (previously corrected from 

“Sketch Plan Review”).  Clerk noticed the Minutes then indicated the Board went into 

deliberative session and came out of deliberative session with no mention of accepting 

or closing Hearing #02-20FP.  Clerk corrected the Minutes of September 2, 2020, to 

indicate that J. Steffen opened recessed Hearing #02-20FP – Robert & Bonnie 


Lapierre.  The Board then went into deliberative session and came out of deliberative 

session, and J. Longo made a motion to approve a Single Lot Subdivision with 

conditions.  The motion was seconded and approved.  J. Longo made a motion to 

close Hearing #02-20FP for Final Plat for Robert and Bonnie Lapierre.  The motion 

was seconded and approved.



The Mylar for Hearing #02-20FP – Robert and Bonnie Lapierre was compared this 

evening to the paper copy and found to be accurate.  Both the paper copy and the 

Mylar were signed at this meeting by the Chair.



Clerk reviewed sections of the Conduct sheet for Grand Isle DRB Hearings, 


questioning whether sections should be rewritten since the Board now meets via 


Zoom.  J.  Longo stated the Remote Public Meeting Script which the Chair reads 


before each hearing provides an explanation for any differences between meeting in 

person and meeting by Zoom.  On the “Interested Person Information Sheet” Clerk 

noted Tuesday evening hours are not available at this time.  The following sentence 

states that any additional documentation for a hearing should be submitted 10 days 

prior to the hearing.  The initial letter to an applicant requests that additional 


documentation be submitted 8 days prior to the hearing.  The Board decided to table 

these questions for now.


Old Business:  Terms of Office for 2021 will be as follows:  Bill Atherton stated at the 

last meeting that he will leave; K. Wheel will assume his 1-year term until December 

2021.  F. LaFromboise will continue his 3-year term which ends December 31, 2022.  

The 3-year term previously held by J. Longo will become available from January 1, 

2021, to December 31, 2023, and he will assume a term as Alternate, previously held 

by D. Capen, for one year – January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021.  J. Steffen will 

remain in a 2-year term which will end December 31, 2021.  D. Capen will become a 

full Board Member, assuming K. Wheel’s former 2-year term beginning January 1, 

2021, and ending December 31, 2022.  P. Lekkas was not present this evening so it is 

not known if he will assume the 3-year term held by J. Longo, now open, or if he will 

prefer to continue in a term as Alternate for one year (January 1 – December 31, 


2021).


Once it is clear what P. Lekkas will do relative to the Board, Clerk will write an 


article for The Islander to advertise open terms for the DRB.  As a possible incentive 

for new members, the stipend will be mentioned.


All stipend documentation has been completed and given to Melissa Boutin.



Each DRB member received a copy of Proposed Amendments to the Bylaws (9 pages) 

this evening, which the Planning Commission will discuss on December 17.  J. Longo 

stated that no one from DRB or Zoning was invited for input and said he would like to 

put something in place for next year so that the DRB would be included.  Since no one 

present this evening is available to attend the Planning Commission meeting via Zoom, 

tomorrow evening, Clerk said she will attend.  The Board has concerns about the 

reference to 5 years as it pertains to subdivisions.


Upcoming Hearings:


Clerk noted there is a hearing via Zoom on January 6, 2021, for Hearing #05-20FP,  

formerly the Gordon hearing, now in the name of Paula Jackson, applicant.  A point 

person was not chosen. 
7:23 PM
J. Steffen moved to adjourn the Grand Isle DRB meeting of December 16, 2020, 

at 7:23 p.m.  F. LaFromboise seconded.  All present voted in favor by voice vote.   

Minutes by Donna LeClair, Clerk
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