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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE

9 HYDE ROAD

GRAND ISLE, VERMONT 05458

GRAND ISLE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 22, 2021
Present:
In person: Joe Steffen, Chair, Francis LaFromboise, Panos Lekkas, and Marie Prescott- Clerk, by Zoom Joe Longo- Alternate, Josie Leavitt- Alternate (6:38pm), Kristy Wheel, and David Capen
Absent:
 ZAO – E. Scott Brown
Interested Party- Mitch McGrath
6:08 PM
Chair Joseph Steffen called the meeting to order at 6:08 p.m.  Roll call was 


taken.  


J. Steffen asked if there were any amendments to the Agenda.  J. Steffen 


made a motion to accept the Agenda as written, D. Capen seconded the 


motion
and all voted in favor by voice vote.
6:10 PM
Open Hearing #10-21CU- The Island Hub, represented by Francis LaFromboise, Application for Conditional Use to extend hours of operation for property located at 1 Hyde Road identified by tax parcel ID#13-20-07.


Confirmed that everyone could hear.


Conflict of interest/ ex parte communication- D. Capen asked Panos Lekkas if he wanted to be an interested party since he lives near 1 Hyde Rd. Panos confirmed that he did not want to be considered an interested party but a board member.


The oath was given to the applicant and Mitch McGrath.

There had been an unsigned letter submitted to the board. During discussion the board had reached out to the sender and told him that if he wanted the letter to be considered he needed to submit a signed copy which he did not. It was determined that the unsigned letter would not be part of the record.

F. LaFromboise explained why he wanted to extend his hours. He wanted to make sure that he had time to cash out the customers that were there at 11:00pm. If he cashes out customers after 11pm it would be a violation of liquor laws and he could be fined.

D. Capen asked questions about the conditions set forth in previous decisions regarding the status of the club. Has it become more of a bar than private club? He also asked about the conditions pertaining to serving food and washing dishes. The condition states that the food is to be prepared elsewhere and brought in ready to serve. The septic issues do not allow for washing

dishes so everything has to be served on paper.

He also asked about the number of people on a typical Friday night at 11:00pm. Mr. LaFromboise stated that they have cornhole on Friday night so maybe 8-10 people might still be there.


D. Capen said what if he sold the business then it could be open until 1am every night?


K. Wheel stated that new owners would have to abide by the conditions.


P. Lekkas stated that he thought the extra two hours seemed like a lot if the goal is to make sure everyone is cashed out after the 11:00pm current closing time.


K. Wheel stated that the application is just to extend the hours and that is what the board needs to consider when making the decision.


Interested party Mitch McGrath stated that he was ok with extending the hours. He just wanted to make sure that the stockade fence would be maintained. The board assured him that no changes would be made to any other condition, just to extend the hours.

M. McGrath then left the meeting.


J. Steffen made a motion to close Hearing #10-21CU.  P. Lekkas seconded the motion.


Before a vote was taken other members asked for deliberation. J. Steffen rescinded his motion. 

7:00 PM
J. Steffen made a motion to enter deliberative session. K. Wheel seconded the motion and all voted by voice in favor.

7:20 PM
J. Steffen made a motion to come out of deliberative session. P. Lekkas seconded the motion and all voted in favor by voice vote.

J. Steffen made a motion to approve application for Hearing #10-21CU. P. Lekkas seconded the motion and the board voted. 

P. Lekkas……Aye


K. Wheel…… Aye

J. Steffen……Aye


D. Capen…… Nay

David Capen voted against approval of this request because he believed that the Board did not consider the previous Conditional Use approval and amendments to that approval. He felt that the current request should not be considered as a stand-alone issue and should be related to the previous approvals.  He also felt that the content of the letter from residents at 2 Hyde Road should have been considered, even though the letter was not signed.  The decision, in his opinion should reflect both of these points.
7:25PM

Update from ZAO. The clerk stated that Scott Brown had told her there was nothing 

new from zoning.

The clerk also stated that the Selectboard approved the board members. The Selectboard would not approve $3600 for IT on our submitted budget. They suggested the clerk be taught how to post to the website and created Zoom links to reduce the IT budget. The clerk will get training and start that process.

7:29 PM 
J. Steffen made a motion to Adjourn the December 22, 2021 DRB meeting at 7:29PM. 

P. Lekkas seconded the motion and all voted by voice in favor.


Minutes by Marie Prescott, Clerk
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