GRAND ISLE CEMETERY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
September 10, 2024, 4:30 p.m., Grand Isle Town Office

Meeting was called to order by Valerie Hunter, Chair, at 4:35p.m. 

Commissioners present: Lucille Campbell, Valerie Hunter, Sue Lawrence, Suzanne Sauvé
Commissioners absent: Brian Allen
Guests: None

Additions or deletions to the agenda: Suzanne & Lucille had more to add to Monuments, Val added Stipends under New Business, Sue added Selectboard Budget Letter to New Business

Sue moved to accept the minutes of August 20, 2024. Val seconded. Passed.

Financial report: Sue reported there was none from Melissa Boutin

Lawn care and Maintenance – no bills 
Complaints received about long grass, grass against the monuments, dirt used to fill divot in a lot, and sunken cornerstones. Sue spread grass seed on fill dirt, found cornerstones which were covered with grass.
.
Burials – one; Lot sales – none. Brief discussion about having a lot “sale” – reducing the lot cost for a period of time. Consensus was no.

Sue gave financial report about stocks managed by LPL Financial. In conversation with LPL agent on Sept 10, Sue was told that the paperwork submitted as requested by LPL was still not complete. The issue seems to be that the Cemetery is a municipal entity and does not fit the categories. LPL suggests that IRS Form 990 may be what we need. Sue will check on that. In June the stock value was $33,234. No decision can be made until there is more information.

Monument repair - Val contacted Jeff Pignona at Champlain Monuments. They are very busy but will look at the stones when he has a chance. Lucille reported that there is one more stone in Section A that needs to be repaired. Suzanne reported that she had contacted Jim Woodman who is also very busy but might be able to look at the stones in October.

Fence proposal from Matt Sears was read. His suggestion was that he could adjust the chain link fence sections so they are level with the front fence for a cost of $9,000. The cost of a new section of 170’ of aluminum fence would run $12,000 to $13, 000. Consensus was that the existing chain link fence does not need to be adjusted, and that with the large increase in taxes we should delay replacing it with new aluminum fence.  Sue moved to tell Matt Sears that we will need to hold off on the fence work due to budget constraints. Lucille seconded. Passed with all in favor.

Childs lot – Remains that were moved from the Samson vault to the Grand Isle Cemetery in 1926 do not have markers. There are 6 known burials without markers in the lot and three marked burials. Discussion as to what type of marker – one or two flat stones engraved with the names and dates or a bronze marker attached to the back of George Childs’ monument. Val will get estimates.

Selectboard letter with budget dates was discussed. The Cemetery budget needs to be submitted to the Selectboard by Oct. 17. Last year’s budget document was reviewed. Consensus was that the October 8 Cemetery meeting would be only for the 2025-2026 budget development and approval.

Brief discussion of stipend budgeted for Cemetery Commissioners – when do we ask for it?  Issue is tabled until after budget session.

Sue moved to adjourn. Suzanne seconded. All in favor. Meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m.
Next meeting October 8, 2024 at 4:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Lucille Campbell, Recording Secretary 












